
Say ! bnt  llllce nlorc 
'l':~li(a My last word, J Iy  11tl11ost ~ u e a n i n g  have ! 
I'rt.c,io~ls t11o11 art to JI(, : right well beloved ! 
Listr.11 ! 1 tell t l ~ c e  for t l ~ y  cw~llfort thi.-. 
C+i,-t. J le  t l ~ !  11eart ! at1ol.1. 311, ! stLrve 3Ic ! clink 
In  f a ~ t l ~  i111t1 lo\ c. ;in11 I.(.\ crt~ucc. to JIc ! 
SII  sllalt tllo11 c o ~ ~ ~ t .  to 3le  : I proll1ii.e trllc, 
For tllo11 a r t  h \ ~ e e t  ~ I J  JIe ! 

. A ~ i c l  let go t l~ose  
Rites ant1 writ (1utic.s ! 1;ly to 1111. :~lolle ! 
Make IIc. thy  sillgle refuge ! I will free 
Thy soui fro111 all its sins ! B(: of good chee~ ,  ! 

-Rltagavad-l;ita, c l ~ .  18. 

TETE PATH. 

LVtiere any article, or statement. tias tile author's name attached, IIC 
alone is responqible, and for those ~t t i ich are unsigned, the Editor will 1)e 
accountable. 

-- - - --- 

\llTe \rave seen that Devotion must be attained by that student n h o  
dejires to re:~cli enlightment. This is what is meant by Krishna's reply to 
Arjuna, at the conclusion of the second chapter. 

I$-hen he has put away all desires which enter the heart, and is satis- 
fied by the Self in himself, he is then said to be confirmed in spiritual knoivl- 
etlge." 

It is not possible to be whollj- given u p  to the dictates of the Spirit while 
any desires that come into the heart are permitted to engross the attention. 

Of course the person described here is one who has gone much higher 
in development than most of us have been able to. But we ought to set 
up a high ideal at which to aim, for a low one gives a lower result at the 
expense of the same effort. We should not put before us an aim less than 



74 T H E  PXrrFI. C .  ' Tune, 

the liighebt merely because it seems that our success n111 not 1)e a< gre,ll a \  
we think it ought to  be. I t  is not so much tlie c lea~ly percei\ed our\\ard 
re5ult that counts, as the motive, effort, and aim, for juclgment 1 5  not  

pased upon us among the things of sense where human time e ~ i s t s ,  hut 111 

that larger sphere of being \\.here time ceases, and wliere we are confi-onied 
by 11 hat we (2)-e and not by what we have done. That  ~vhich v e  have done 
touches us only in mortal life among the delusions of material existence; 
but the motives with \vhich we live our lives go to make up our greater 
being, our larger life, our truer self. Do actions we must, for no mortal 
can live nithout performing actions : thaw 1,1ing 11, bacli to earth f o ~  many 
weary incarnations, perhaps to final ' ~ i l u ~ e ,  unleb, ttie le5ion i b  learzed 
that they must be done nith the ligllt m o t i ~ e  alitl tlic true aim. ?'hat \t'Ige 
reached, they affect us no more, for, like Kli~li11~1, \ \ e  1)ecome the ]lei-Sect 
pel.formers of all action. ;Ind in so fir as we pur~f!. anti elevate tlie 111oti:e 
and the aim, we become spilituall!, enl~glitened, reL~cliin; in time t11e 1 1 1  11vc.r 
to see what shoulcl be tlone and \\ l i<~t  refr'lined from. 

Many \\.auld-l)e occulti\ts, a5 well as some theosophists, leave out of 
sight this chapter's teaching. Ilevotion has no charms for tliem : the! lea\ e 
it to ttioie who woiilcl be good men, n o  matter what their creed or ~ ) l i ~ l o ~ o -  
ph)-, and attention is paid to reading l~oc)ks, either new or olcl, upon magic, 

upon ceremonial, or any other of the manifold delusions. Nor is this er- 
roneous practice newly risen. It  was common among the alchemists, and 
the result in some cases is that students now waste valuable years in mas- 
tering ceremonial, Rosicrucianism, talismanic lore, and what not, as lait1 
down in the boolcs, while all of it is either useless mental lumber or posi- 
tively dangerous. 

I d o  not mean it to  be understood that there never was real Rosicru- 
cianism, or that ceremonial magic yields no results, or that there is no  
science of talismans. There are realities of which these, as now known, 
are shadows. Rut we might as well expect to  find the soul by attentively 
studying the body, as to know the truths behind the influence of talismans 
or ceremonial magic by studying the books now extant upon those subjects. 
T h e  medizval so-called magicians have left a mass of writings that are now 
a delusion and a snare for students, theosophical and ncn-theosophical. 
I n  these are minute directions for various sorts of practices, but they are all 
the attempts of men to enable mortals, by methods altogether outward, to 
control the astral or natural world. Success did not come to these practi- 
tioners, nor will much else save failure be the portion of those of our own 
day who follow their directions. In most cases of the old European so- 
called sorcerers and writers on magic, their published lucubrations are only 
salves to disappointed vanity ; in the rest, mere reduplications of formulz 
left by their predecessors. Paracelsus positively declares that true magic is 
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within the man-a part of his inner nature, potential a t  first, active after 
clevelopment, and that ce~.emonies or formulze are the veriest rubbish unless 
the person usin:,. tllem is himself a magician. 

In  the practice of ceremonial magic. where certain geo~netrical and 
"tiler tiyures are to be used wit11 the aitl of prayers and  invocations, there 
lies positi\.e tlanges. 'I'his danger is increased if the student fc)llon.s tlie 
practice for the s;ll;e of gain or glory or power or mere ~vontler seel;ing,-- 
all ot' rliese l~e ing  selfish. In this ceremonial the operator, or self-styled 
m a p . ,  surrounds himself wit11 a circle or an arrangement of trianglcr. the 
u>e and purpose of which are to protect him fl-om n.hate\.fr sprites he may 
arouse. IIarl; that well ! It  is for 11-o/uc,lion. Protection of t11i sort 
\vould not be needed or thougllt of unless a rear 1url;ed inside tllat the 
shades or (lemons hatf power to hurt. So at the outset, fear, the ~)l.odtict 
of ignorance, is fully present. 'I'he nest importatlt thing to I,e no te~l  is 
that a s\vord has to eater into the conjuration. 'l'his is advised i,cL:~use 
the demons are said t o  fear sharp steel. Xow Jesus said that he n.11~ li~.etl 
I,!. the sword shoultl perihli b!. t11e s~vord. By this he meant just \ \ ] )at  \ye 
are talking about. Cerenlonial magic involv'es at almost every step tlie use 
of a sword. After the inyocator or magus has used the ceremonial, say 
with success. for sc)me time, he at last creates within his aura. or wliat 
Swedenborg called his sphere, a duplicate of what he had previously used 
and picturecl on tlie floor or walls. In this he is no longer master, for, it 
1)eing placed in that part of' his nature of which he is ignorant, the sword 
of metal becomes an astral sword with the handle held by the demons or 
influences he unwisely raised. They then attack him where no  defence 
can be interposed-on the astral and mental planes, and, just as surely as 
the wise man's words were uttered, he at last perishes by the mreapon he 
himself used. This danger, thus roughly outlined, is no  mere figment of  
the brain. I t  is positive, actual, immanent in the practice. No book study 
will give a man the power to make the constitutional changes, as well as 
psychical alterations, neetlecrl before he is commander of immaterial forces. 
But these latter may be temporarily evoked and made acquainted with us 
by pursuing certain methods. That  is the beginning. Their turn is sure 
to come, and, obeying a law of their nature, they take what has sometimes 
been called their " revenge." For all such practices call only upon the 
lower, unspiritual part of our nature, and that clothes such beings with cor- 
responding attributes. Their " revenge " consists in bringing on inflamma- 
tions in the moral character which will eventuate in a development of 
evil passions, atrophy of concentration, destruction of memory, ending at 
last in  a miserable conclusion to life, a n  almost total failure to  use the 
opportunities for progress presented by that incarnation. Therefore I said, 
i t  is all either useless mental lumber or positively dangerous. 



I n  hiitl~r!. and  in our  o\\-11 espcrience tilere is a l?u~i( lant  e \ . i t l e~~cc  t l ~ n r  

the Bliagavacl-Gita is right in  saying "spi~.itual 1 ;non led~e  inclutlc+ e\.cI! 

action without esception," and that it is to be attained I)!- m e : ~ n ~  of tic\., 1 -  

tion. Ignorant men who had n o  access to 1)ool;s have by ~tleil. in\\ariI 
sense perceived tlie seal truth of things, not only those round ahout t l~eni ,  
but  relating to the larser concerns of  nature. Jacob E r e h m e  \ u s  ~hclli!- 
unlettered, but he l;ne\v tlie trutli. H i s  writings c;lion. an acquaintal~ce, not 
to 1)e then gained from boolis, with the t lue doctrines found ijl the I3indu 
scriptures a n d  secret bo(11is. In  Ge~.man!. to-(la!. are nlen l;no\vn to mc, 

who, more unlearned !.et t11an Jacol) I3oe!i1ile was, i i l l c , ~  Inan!. things sti!! 
mysteries for our  IearneJ t l leosop\ii~ts u.!icl can 1)oast c-,f college educat io~, .  
T h e  reason is that these men 11ai.e nttainc~i t(, de\.o:iol~, a ~ i t l  ttiel-cI~!. c I c a r ~ ~ 1  
away from before the eye of ttle soul tlict ciouils o f  henye whose >liarI()\\: 
obscure our  \.iew of truth. I tio not clecrj- or de.\pise lear~i ing : i t  i ,  a g~e, l r  
possession : 1)ut if the learned man \\-ere also a de\.oted one in tile Yen+c I 11. 

the Bllaga\.ad-Gita, lio\v nnuct~ wicier I\-oul(l be the sweep cjt' hi. i~lrellec.ti~ 1 1 ,  

n o  one could calculate. 
Learning of the hnman sort is not despised a m o n g  tlie highest occul- 

tists, e\.en ;\mong the Adepts. The!- use it a n d  acquire it. Tilcy accunllj- 
late /he reci~l-tl of the experiences of seers a n d  devoted men of smail 1ear11il)y 
for long periods of time. until a g e a t  master of Imth learning and d e v o t i o ~ ~  
arises \\-ho, i?!, reason of his profound 1;nowledge joined to devotion? c ; ~ n  
malie the \\-onderful tleductions in the possession of' ?'he Lodge respectiny 
matters so far beyond us that the!. can nit11 difficult!- l)e imagined. Rut 
this again proIVes that devotion is tlie first and best, for these extraordinar!- 
h1astt.r~ would not appear unless devotion hacl been the a im of their existence. 

Ti'ithout devotion a vast confusion arises I\-i:hin us  that has been 
likened bj- some to a whirling motion, 114' others to  the inrushing, eyer- 

polvering flow of turbid waters. Doehme calls i t  in some aspects " Tile 
Turba."  It  is the delusion produced by the senses. And  so lirishna. In 
closing the second lecture, says : 

& ' L e t  a man, restraining all these, remain in clevotion when at rest, a11d 
intent on me alone. For  he whose senses are  under his control possesses 
spiritual kno\vleclge. Attachment to 01)jects of sense arises in a Inan tvho 
meditates upon them ; from attachment arises desire ; from desire passion 
springs up ; from passion comes bewilderment ; from he\vilclerment, coniu- 
sion of the memory ; from confusion of the memory, destruction of the 
intellect ; from destruction of the intellect he perishes. 

But he who approaches the objects of sense with senses free from lo\-e 
and hate and beneath his own control, having his soul well-disposed. attains 
to tranquillity of thought. In this tranquillity there springs up  in him a 
separation from all troubles. For  the mint1 of him whose thouglits are  
tranquil soon becomes perfect in concentration.'' 



-1 very beautiful portion of the S,~natsujatiya maybe read with profit here.' 
" S o n ~ e  say that freedom from tieatti results from action ; a n d  others 

tiiat tleath exists not. Hear  m e  explain this, 0 King  ! have n o  misgivings 
ahout it. 

. b  Both truths, 0 I<sllatri!.a, 1lai.e been current from the beginnin:. 
I'lle \vi;;e maintain what is called delusion to be  death. I verily call heed- 
1i:sine.-s death : and 1il;enise 1 call freeciom from l~eecllessness immortality. 
~l'iirougli t~eedlessness verily \Yere the clemons 1-ancluished : and  thrvugh 
tl-eedom from it the gods  attained to the Brahman. Ileath, verily, does 
not devour living creatl~res like a tiger ; for, indeed, his form is not to be 
percei\.ed. Heedlessness develops in men as desire, and afterwards as 
Ivrath, a n d  in the shape of delusion. And then traveling in del-ious paths, 
through egoism, one  does not  attain to  union -4th the Self Those ~v l lo  
are deluded by it, and who remain under its influence, depart from thi.; 
\vorld and then again fall do1v11 into generation. T h e n  the senses gatller 
rouncl them. ,4ud then the!. unclerpo cleath after death. Being attached 
to the fruit of action, on action presenting itself, they follo~v after it and  d o  
11c)t cross beyond cleatl~. -1ntl the en~l)(lcliecl self: in consequence of not 
r~nderstanding union Ivith the real entit!-, prc:~ceeds on all hancls with 
attachments to enjo!-ments. ?'hat, v e r i l ~ ,  is the great source of delusion to  
the senses : for, by contact with unreal entities, his migrations are rendered 
inevita1)le : because, having his inner self contaminatetl by contact with 
unreal e~ltities, h e  devotes himself to objects of sense on all sides, pondering 
on  them only. Tha t  pondering first confuses liirn, anti soon afterwards 
desire and wrath attack him. These  lead children to tleath. But sensible 
men crcnss beyond death by their good sense. H e  who, llondering on tlie 
Self, tlestro!-s the fugitive objects o f  sense, not  even thinking of them 
through contempt for them, and who, being possessecl of l;nonledge, 
dcstrn!.s de(;ires in this \yay, becomes, as it were, the death c~f Death itself, 
and swallo\vl.; it up." 

'I'he second chapter ends with a declaration of what is the sort of 
cleath that results in union with the Divine, preventing absolutely any return 
to incarnations upon earth. I t  is found in the sentences : 

6 '  That  man ~ v h o ,  casting offall desires, acts lvithout attachment to results, 
free from egotism and selfishness, attains to tranquillity. This  is the contlition 
of the S u p r e n ~ e  Being, 0 Son of Prith6 ! Having obtained this, one is not 
troubled ; and remaining in it, even a t  the time of death, he passes on to 
ext~nction (or union with) the Supreme Spirit." 

Those  are the last words of the second chapter. 
Any cther mental attitude at the time of passing away will surely 

cause us to acquire a mortal body again. 

1 Sanatsujatiya, ch. 2. 
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Krishna's declaration ])rings up before us, not only tlic p ~ ~ c t j c c s  
l)revi~>usl!- inculcated, 1)ut also the whole subject of death. F(-,r> in or(1c1 
to knoll. llo\\- to "thinli of Him at the xncnlent of death," or to ha1.e 
that t~,anquillity which only perfection of devotion confers, we rnust find 
out what death is, and whether it is solely what we see going on at the 
decease o f  a human being, or more than can be gauged with tlie eye. A 
little reflection shows that what is seen and noted by physicians and 
spectatoi-s is but the \\-ithdrawal of .the soul and energ- from the outer 
envelope called "body." While that is going on, the person may accer~t 
rites of the church or profess adherence to ail!- sort o f  11octl.ine I\-hatever, 
even ~vith his last outward sigli speal; of h e a i m  wit11 its I)liss n\\.aitii~g him. 
But that is onl!, the first step. I t  lea\,es his 1,isil)le features calnl ant1 llapp):, 
perhaps, in expression ; his relatives close his eyes,-t11e!- call it tleatli. 
He ,  however, has only begun to die. 'I'he soul has !.et tc-) ])ass t111.ougli 
other envelopes beyond the ken of frientls, l ~ e ~ o n d  even the (lying lllalit.; 
present cont1.01. All non. depends upon the whole course and liintl of 
thought in which he intlulgecl during tlie life of the body. ];or tlie soul 
has to  pass along tile road by ivhich it came, and that way is lined with tlie 
memories of a life-time ; as these memories rise up they affect the cleparting 
entit!., causing i t  to be either disturbed from concentration on the Supreme 
Being, or assisting to a greater perfection. If, then, some few years on]!. 
near the close of life were devoted to tlie sort of practice inculcated b!. 
I<risllna, the memories of the years previously spent in following after desires 
will throw a cloud over the soul and absolutely pre\.ent it fronl attaining that 
state from which return to earth is impossible without our consent. I t  is 
more perfectly illustrated, by considering life as a grand musical movement 
that is brought to a close by using at once all the tones sounded throughout 
the whole preceding portion. T h e  result will be a combined sound, 
expressing neither the highest nor lowest notes? or the sweetest or less sweet, 
but the resulta~lt of ail. ,Ind this last sound is the fixed vibration that 
governs the entit!., sounding all through him, and throwing him into the 
state to which it corresponds or of which i t  is the key. ' I ' l i~~s i t  is easil!. 
seen that in each thought iie the possibilities of a harmol:! 01. a cliscord ~ C , I .  
life's conclusion. 

"Guided b!- the clear light of the soul, we have con\ideled th! teach- 
ings, 0 hol? sage ! 'Tlie!. have heen eSficacious for the removal of the 
obscurities su~rounding  Iahwara's abiding place in us : \ \e  are deliglited ant1 
refreshed ; may thj- ivords remain with us. and, as a $ring refreshes the 
earth, may I\ e be ref] e\kied by them I "  

\YILLI . \~ I  BKEHOS. F. T. S. 



\l 'i~ile as a whole the pocm ma!. perha1)s 1,e \lest 1 1 ~ > 1 ~ 1  to re~,rcsent tlie 
struggle between the highest in a mail and the l o ~ ~ c r  elenlent.; of his .;elf: 
\.et i t  ma!- also inc-licate the fate of a higliel- spirit c o n ~ e  to cart11 to help 
humanity, and ~vliose ~ ~ o r l i  is constantly marred and his plan.; t l l \~arted I)! 
the opposition of enemies and the misunderstandings of' fiientls, and IT-110 
needs must stand alone, none even of' those wlio love him best being able 
to rise to his level. 

I n  the " Holy Grail " especiail~., \ye seem to see the sad results oi 

undertaking to do anotlier's ~iorl;, a n.orli for which one is not fitted. At a 
banquet of tlie knights in the great hall there suddenly appears a glorious 
light, breaking through the roof and flaskling over them all ; the light is so 
blinding that the!. canllot see what it is that makes it, but all 1;now that it 
must be the Holy Grail. And each 1;night s\\eals a solemn vow that he 
will ride a t\vclvemonth and a day, searching for it until lie can clearl!. see 
it. T h c  Iiing is not yi th  thein at the tinie, but \viti~ some of his Iiniglir~ 

a\va1., ridding the  count^.)^ of a band of ro1)t)ers tllat have been deva5ta- 
ting it. 0 1 1  his leturn he is told of the event ant1 o f  the vo\v, nncl i b  

saddened at llcaring it ; and as Percivale tells the stor! :- 

"i\'oe is me, m!- knights," he cried. 
" I-Ind 1 ijecn here, ye had not >\I-orn tlie vow." 
1;old was nline answer, " Iiatl  thyself bren here, 
h1y Iiing, thou woultl'st have sworn." "Yea, yea," said he. 
"Ar t  t l~vu  so lmld and llast not seen tllr Grail ? " 
" S a y ,  lorcl, I heard the sountl, I saw the light, 
Gut since T dicl not see the IIoiy Thing,  
I swore a wow to folloiv it till I ran.." 
Then \\.hen he %,Iced us, linight I>y knight,  if  any 
Had  seen it, all  their ans\\.er> were as one : 
" Kay, lord, and therefore have we sworll our vows. ' 

" L o  now," said Arthur, '( have ye seen a cloud ? 
\Vhat go ye into the wilderness to  s ee?  " 
Then tialahac! on the sudden, and ill a voice 
Shrilling along the halls to Xrt l~ur .  call'd, 
" But I, Sir Arthur,  sail; the Holy Grail, 



I sa\v the Holy Grail and heard a cry- 
. 0 Galalla~l, and ( ) ( ;alalia(l, follow me.' " 
b c  _ \h ,  Galahad, (;nlaliac!," said the King, '' for such 
;is thou art is tlie vision, not for these. 
Thy  holy null a11t1 thou have seen a sign- 
Holier is none, 111). Pel-civale, than she- 
A 3ign to maim this Ortler which I made. 
I:ut ye, that follow 11ut tlle leader'< bill " 
I I:rother, the Icing was hart1 upon his knights) 
'<  Taiiessi~~ is our fullest throat of song, 
Ant1 one hat11 sun: and all the durn11 will 4ng. 
Lancelot is I,ancelot, and hat11 overl~orne 
Five knights at once, antl every younger Iaight ,  
Unproven, holils himself 3.; I,ancelot, 
Till overborne I)y one, lie learl~s--ant1 ye, 
\Vhat are ye ? Galahads ?--no, nor I'ercivales " 
I For thus it pleasetl the ICiiig to range me close 
After Slr Galahad : " ~iay,"  saiil he, L .  but men 
\Kt11 strength and will to right the \vronged, of power 
'ro lay the snilclen heails of violence flat, 
Iiniglits that in tnelve great battles sl~lash'd and dyed 
The  strong \IThite IIorse in his own heathen 11lood-- 
I h t  one hat11 .;een, ant1 nll the l)li~i!l \vill see. 
Go, since your vo~v.; are sacred, k i n g  niacle : 
Yet--for ye linen. tlle cries o f  all my  I-en1111 
I'ass tliro' this hall-how often, 0 my lini~hti;,  
Irour places being vacant at my side, 
This chance of 1iol)le deeil.; will come antl ~o 
~ncliallengetl,  while ye follow wandering fires, 
Lost in tlie quagmire ! >Tally of you, yea most, 
Return no more." 

And indeed few return at the end of tlie Tear. Galahad, already fit for 
it, sees the Grail, and after ritiing fhr and in its strength fighting bravely for 
the right, is carried with it to the spiritual city. to return no  more to e a r ~ h .  
I'ercivale sees it only at n distance ; he sets out on the quest, first g-lor!.ing 
in his strength and sure of success, then at the thought o f  his sins ()\el.- 
whelmed with despair ancl feeling that this quest is not for him ; and in this 
is the cause of his partial failure, for as the hermit tells him :- 

IYhat is this 
Thou thoughtest of thy prowess and thy sins? 
Thou hast not lost thyself to save thyself 
As Galahail." 

nu t  even this distant vien~ makes him renounce his knightly careel- 
and spend the rest of his days in a convent. 

T>ancelot, great and noble soul, has yet in him a sin from which he 
cannot free himself; as he tells the liing :- 
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I '  in me lived a sin 
So htrnnge, of such a I i i n d ,  that all of pure, 
Sol)le, ant1 I ; l~ i~h t ly  in me twined a ~ i d  clung 
l<oantl that c)lle 411, un ti1 the wholesonle fluwer 
.Ind 1" 'isonous Krew tog' ther ,  each as each, 
s o t  tu  Ije pl~icli'tl a~under ."  

\\-hen he m'11;es 11is vo\v ~ I J  sevk the (;rail, it is with the hope that it 
\\-ill ti el^) him tc, s i ,  pluck them asuncler : through terrible trials and ordeals 
Ile I-caiiies at last to where the Grail i s ;  but the door is closed : madly 
1)t.eal;in: i t  open, 

'' thro' a strong glare, a heat 
.is fro111 a seven-times heated furnace, I, 
Elasted and burnt, and blinded as I was, 
\Vith such a fiercenes:, that I swoon'd away-- 
0, yet niethought I saw the IIoly Grail, 
All pall'd in cri~nsoll samite, and around 
(;reat angels, awful shapes, and wings ancl eyes, 
.And but fur all illy ~lla(Iness and my sin, 
,And then lny s\voonii~g, I hat1 sworn I saw 
That  which I saw : but  what 1 saw was veil'd 
And cover'd ; and this (J~iest was not for me." 

Sir Bors alone, good and true knight, has clearly seen the Grail, when, 
boulltl and imprijoned by the heathen, he is only thinking of dying like a 
brave man. All unexpectedly the viyion is given him ; he returns to his 
\vork as a true knight, but, though the glory of the vision is in his heart 
ever after, he cannot tell it to any one else. Only these four see it a t  all ; 
the rest have fc,llowed vain phantoms, or have early given up  the Quest ; 
and only one in ten of those who took the vow returns at all. The  closing 
lines of this Idyll, Arthur's 11-ords to the few returning knights, are but an 
amplification of Krishna's words to  Arjuna ;- 

'' Finally this is better that one do 
IIis own task as he may, even though lie fail, 
Than take taski not 111s own, though they seem good." 

"Xncl spalte I not too truly, 0 my knights? 
Was I too darl; a prophet when I said 
T o  those wlio \vent upon the Holy Quest, 
That  most of them woultl follow wanderi~ig fires, 
Lost in the quagmire ?-lost LO me and xone, 

And left me gazing at a barren board, 
And a lean Order-scarce return'd a tithe- 
rind out of those to whom the vision canle 
J ly greatest hardly will l~elieve he saw ; 
Ano:her hall1 I)theld it afar off, 
And leaving human wrongs to right themselves, 
Cares but to pass into the silent life. 
And one hath had the vision face to face, 
And now his chair desires him here in vain, 
However they may crown him otherwhere." 



L 6  ; \ n ~ i  wnic ;inloll< yo11 Iloid thnt, ~f the I < i n ~  
IInd t e n  tlle 5i;li;. he noulcl  lia\,e sworn thc \ ( I \ \ .  : 

S o t  en-iiy. .t.ci~l; [ l ~ a t   he I<inx ~ilust guard 
'That n-liicl~ lie i.ules, and is I~u t  as the hint1 
T o  \vllo~n :i p a c e  of lnntl ih glven to plon7. 
\$']lo irla? nor \ \ . a~~t le r  iron) the allotted field 
Hefore I~is  \\.ol.k I)e (lone ; iut .  l)ein,r tlolie, 
Let visions of the  light or of tlie clay 
Come: a> rlicy \vill ; aird niany n time the!. come. 
Until t h ~ s  earth he I\-nll;s on secli1.s not eart11, 
Thi? light that 5trilie.s his eyel)ail is nut lisllt: 
This air that smites 11is furellead ii 11o~ air 
Uur vision -yen 11i- ,.el-? ln11d a n ~ l  f o o t -  

In  monwnts \ \ . l ; e ~ ~  liv fet.1. I I C  <.fllIllO[ ciic. 
And I;no\vs Ilinlself no \-ision to I~inl~clf ,  
Nor tile high (;otl n \-ision, 1101. that One 
\Yho rose as3111 : ye Ilave seen what ye hnve keen. ' 

After this loss of tlie l ;ni~hts  in the vain quest, all grons worse. 1 lle 
King himself remain, 1)ure anci loft!- in all his aims, but all the rest than", 

His  1;nights 110 longer lieel) their vows, 

"Such vonrs, as is a shame 
iZ illall should not be bound by, yet the ~ v l ~ i c h  
NO I I ~ X I I  Iiettp. " 

His queen Guinevere, I\ ho111 he loves \vholl! ant1 pul-el!-, is falbe t o  

him, and  that wit11 hi:, nc)blest linight and ~ l e ~ r e s ~  friend. Lancelot : t.\cil 

the King, slow to belie\e eiil, must see it, and lle part:, from her fo re \e~  111 

this life ; in his farewell the o t ~ l p  hope he can give her is- 

6 '  Perchance, and so thou purify thy soul. 
And 50 thou lean on our fair father Christ, 
Hereafter in that world where all are pure 
\Ve two may meet before high God, and thou 
\\'ilt s1~11ig to me, and clairn Ine thine and know 
I an1 thy l~usl,and,--not a smaller soul, 
Nor I,ancelot, nor another. Leave ilie that. 
I charge thee, n ~ y  last hope. * 2: 

* * * Nuw inust I hence. 
T l ~ r o '  the thick night 1 hear [lie trumpet blow; 
'They sunln~on me their Icing to lead iliiile hosts 
Far  down to that great battle in the west, 
\\'here I must strike against the man they call 
hly sister's son-no kin of mine, who leagues 
\Vith Lords of the \Vhite Horse, heathen, and knights, 
Traitors-and strike Ilim dead, alid meet lnyself 
Death, or I know not what lnysterious doom." 

'I'liis battle is told in "The  Passing of Arthur," which begins,- 
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That story which tlle bold Sir Bedivere, 
F i r s  made and lateht left of all the I.;nights, 
l'oltl, when the man was no more than a voice 
I n  the \vhltc winter of his age, to those 
\\'ith who~n  I I C  dwelt. new face.;, other minds." 

' I ' t l ~ b  I ~ x t t l e  i k  nor l ike  t l i o e  tliat l ~ , ~ \ . e  t x e n  fuufiklt before, but is ra the r  

tile la-t ~ I . C A ~  st~.ugglt. t\irou:;'h \vllich every Inan nlust pass, w h e n  ail t h e  

mar tal pc,\\.ers fail o n e  b!. o n e  unt i l  l iot l i ing is lelt 1)ut t h e  i m i n o r t a l  soul. 
E:i.el-!- line of this par t  or t h e  p o e m ,  and es~)cciall!. of' the p a r t  ad t l ed  in t h e  

linal compl~. t ic . )n,  is fill1 o f  m e a n i n g ,  so t h a t  i t  is ver!. h a r d  to se lec t  for 

c juo ta t io r~ .  

l ' l~en rose the Icing and mo\,ecI his host by nigh[, 
And ever pushed Sir bIordretl, league by league, 
ISacl; to the sunset Ijound of 1,yollesse- 
A land of old up1:eaveti from the abyss 
IZy fire, to sink ~ n t o  the al~yss axain; 
\\'here fragments of forgotten peoples dwelt. 
And the long mountains entlecl in a coast 
Of ever-shifti~ig sand, 2nd far ;~\\,ay 
T h e  phmitom circle of a moaning yea. 
There the pursuer could pursue no mole, 
And Ile that flrcl no further fly tllc King:  
And there, that clay when the  great light of heaven 
Eurn'd at his lowest in the rolling year, 
On the waste sand by the waste e a  they closed. 
h'or ever yet had Arthur fought a fight 
Like this last, dim, wierd battle of the west. 

A death white mist slept over sand and sea: 
IVhereof the chlll to him who breatliecl i t ,  drew 
I)o\vn with his blood, till all his heart was cold 
\\'ith formless fear ; and ev'n on Arthur fell 
Confu\lon, since he saw not whom he fought. 
For friend and foe were shadows in the mist, 
And friend slew friend not knowing whom he slew; 
And sorne had visions out of xolden youth, 
And some beheld the faces of old ghosts 
Look in upon the 1)attle ; and in the mist 
\Vas many a no1)le deed, many a base, 
And chance and craft and strength in single fight, 
And ever and anon with host to host 
Shoclis, and the splintering speal-. the hard Inail hewn, 
Shield-bre'il;ings, and the clash of brands. the crash 
Of battleaxes on shattered helnis, and shrieks 
After the Christ, of those who falling down 
Looked up for heaven, and only saw the ~ n i i t ;  
And shouts of heathen and the traitor kni-hts, 
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Oaths, insult, tilth, and monstrous I~lasphemies, 
>\\.eat, writhing>, anguish, ial~oring of the lunq5 
In that close mist, aud cryings for the liglit, 
?luans of the dying, ant1 voices of the dead. 

Last as by some one tleathhed after wail 
Of  suffer~ng, silence follows, or thro' death 
( , r  deathl~ke swoon, thus over all that shore, 
Save for some whisper of the seething seas, 
A dead hubh fell ; but when the dolorous day 
Grew drearier toward twilight f a l l~ns ,  came 
A Il~tter wind, clear from the YOI  t l ~ .  and I~le\v 
T h e  mist aiide, and wit11 tliat wind the : ~ d e  
Rose, and the pale Icing glancetl ncros, the field 
Of battle: but no man wai  moving there, 
S o r  any cry of Christian heard thereon, 
S o r  yet of heathen ; only the wan n a v e  
llrake in among dead face., to ancl fro 
S\vay~nq the helplesb hands, and u p  and down 
T ~ ~ ~ n l ~ l i l ~ q  the hollow helmets of the f,lllen, 
And sili\reretl 1,rands that once llad fought w ~ t h  Rome, 
And rolling far along the qloomy shores 
T h e  voice of days of vltl and days to he. 

Then spnke Icing Artliur to Sir I<ed~vere, 
And whiter than the ~ilist t3at all day long 
IIad held the field of I)att;e was the Kiug : 

"IIearest thou this great v Jlce that shakes the worltl, 
And wastes the narro\\, realm whereon we move, 
Ant1 heats upon the faces of the tleacl, 
Sly deacl, a, tho' they had not died for me ? 
0 I:etlivere, for on my heart hath fall'n 
Confusion, till I know not what I am, 
Nor whence I am, nor whether 1 1)- King. 
Behold, I seem but King among the deatl. " 

Now at  the very last, when only Bedivere is left of all his knights, 
Arthur sees hIordred, the traitor knight, who has brought back the heathen 
into the realm, standing unharmed ; with the last blow of his sword EscaIi- 
bur the King strikes him dead, but falls himself grievously wounded by 
hIordred's stroke. But though all his knights have fallen, though all that 
was dear to him is gone, though everything on which he leaned has failed 
him, he cannot die ; yet in the mist and uncertainty of the battlefield he 
1;nows not where he is to go. His  sword Excalibur must be given back tl ,  
the hand from nlhich it came ; the sword which had 

"on one side, 
Graven in the oldest ton,:ue of all this worltl, 
''1'al;e me ;' but turn the blade and ye shall see, 
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And written in the speech ye speak yourself 
'Cast me away ! ' Ant1 sat1 was Arthur's face 
Taliitlg ~ t ,  \)ut old AIerlin coun>ell'tl him, 
' T a k e  thou ant1 strike ! the time to cast away 
1, yet far off:' " 

l 'h is  was at Artliur's C'oronation : and now at his commantl Sir 
Betlivere casts the sword Lil- o u ~  over the lake, from the water of which rises 

' ' an arm, 
Clothed in white samite, myhtlc, \vontlerfiil, 
T h a t  cnuxht him I)y the hil t ,  n11d brantliih'd him 
Three times. ant1 drew him  uncle^ in the mere." 

'Then Sir Bedivere carries the Iiing t o  tlic mar$:; of tlie lake, \vlleilce 
the three Queens bear him in a funeral 11alge far c)f'f' from siglit : 111, 1a.t 

words to Bedivere. - 

" I ~ L I L  1 1 0 ~  fnr-ewell, I an1 going a long \yay 
\\'it11 thew thou seest. * * *' 
To tlie iilancl-\-alley of Av111on : 
Where fall.; not hail or  rain, or any snow, 
Nor even wintl 1,101~s loudly : l ~ u t  it lies 
I )eep meatlowetl, happy, fair with orchard lawns 
And bowery hollows cron-net1 \\.it11 sullllner sea, 
Where I will heal me of illy g~.ievous wound." 

As Sir Bedivere sees the black hull moving far off, he cries 

'' I re passes to be King among the clencl, 
And after healing of his grievous wound 
I I e  comes again." 

And I think the glory of the return from this world to the true life of' 
tllc Iiiglier self has seldom been better shown than this :- 

l i  'Then fro111 the da\vn i t  seem'd there came, but faint 
As from 1,eyoncl the limit of' the \vorld, 
Like the last echo born of a great cry, 
Soluldi, as if sonle fair city were one voice 
Around a Iting returning from his \vars." 

Throughout the whole of the poem we feel, even when 1i.e cannot 
distinctly see, deep meanings for the inner consciousness. \Ye cannot 
make any definite formulas, that this character represents this, ancl that, 
that ; but  everyurhere we see that the King represents the highest ; fealt!- to 

hirn is the chief duty. 
' ( '  Strlke for the King and live ! his knigllts have heard 
T h a t  Got1 hath told the King a secret word. 
Fall battleaxe and flash brand ! Let the Icing reign. 
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Blow Trumpet ! he \\.ill l ~ f t  u~ from the (lust. 
B:on- t ruml~et  1 live the strength and (lie the lust ! 
Clang battlease, ant1 clash 1)rantl ! Let the King reign. 

Strike for the I<in,q and die ! and if thou diest 
T h e  Icing is King. and ever ~vills the highest. 
clang battleaxe, and c l a h  l~rantl ! Let the Icing reign." 

The  King is immortal : the lower self may, it must, die, and if it (lie 
in obedience to the King's command, it is an honor a r ~ d  glory to it ; again 
and again in the poem, in speaking of the bravery and honor of a gcml 
knight, the end is 

'' ant1 fell at l x i t  
In  the great battle lighting for thc liin?," 

or like Geraint, 
" he crolvn '(1 

h 11a111'y llfe ~vitli a fair d t~ath,  nnd fell 
Xgaillit the lieathun of the Sortl1el.n Sea 
In  lnttle, fighting for tlie 1)lameless K ~ n g . "  

In this sense the I<in: may 1)e considered as the true spiritual self, of 
which we various loner sel\.es are but fragments, which can only win unity 
by giving u p  the fiagmentar!. ~)crsonality. 

Cruinevere, too late for t l l i 3  life, sees how ihe  has k e n  false to her clnt!. 
and honor ; 

"All, 111) God, 
\That might I not have made of thy fair n.o1l(l 
Hat1 I but lovet1 thy llighe,t creature here ? 
It wn5 my d u t y  t o  have loved the iiighcst ; 
I t  surely nrns my profit hnd I l;no\vr~ : 
It  would have 1)cen my p len~ure  hntl I seen. 
\Ve needs must love [lie h ~ g l ~ e s t  \vlien we see it, 
S o t  I,ancelot, nor another. '' 

In  the la-,t battle, Bediv:l~.c sl eal,s thus plai~ll!? :- 

" J Iy  I<ir]q, 
Icing everyrvhere ! and 50 tlie tlentl I l a ~ e  king<, 
7 .  1 here also w ~ l l  I w o r s h i ~ ~  thee a i  Icing." 

Ancl Arthur replies, 

''Ant1 \\,ell for thee, saying in illy tlnrk hour, 
11'hen all the purport of my thro~ie  hati1 failetl, 
T h a t  quick o r  dead thou holtlest me for I<inq. 
Icing ail1 I ,  whatsoever 11e their cry." 

At first sight it seen-rs as if, in the failure of the high hopes with which 
the Round Table nas  founded, all is lost, that the King's passage "from the 
great deep to the great deep" has been fiuitleic. But though earthly plans 
have failed, tlie soul bears to its higher realm of rest and joy a strengthened 
character, which, when he returns once more, will fight a stronger fight, and 
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then or now 
L-tterly imite the heathen underfoot, 
'Till these ant1 all illell hail hiin for their king." 

His  linigl~ts have fallen, but many, like Sir Bedivere, .living or dead, 
\ \ i l l  11olcl him for theii I<~ng .  (;uine\-ere and Lancelot vronged him ~vorst 
of all : I)nt Guinevere, decl)l! I-epentant, after a holy life, 

" past 
To where beyond these voices therc is peace." 

. ind I,ancelut, tearing the poisonous from the ~ ~ l i o l e s o m e  flower, died 
~t last a hol!. man. T h e  goocl in Arthur has stirred u p  the evil around him 
t o  sharper, fiercer opposition ; but the wol-ld is the better for his reign. 

'&The  old order changeth, yielding place to new, 
And God fullils himself in many ways, 
Lest one good cu>tom ihould coriupt the world." 

F. S. COLLJSS. 

T h e  opinion of tt~eoso~,liical students is divided in respect to reading. 
There are those who consider that the chief source of learning is study, 
~vhile others deprecate much reatling and urge u:; to cc~nfine our efforts to 
" living the life." The  truth of course is that both nlethods are to be com- 
bined. 'I7l1e!- serve different departments of  the same end. By stud!-- 
especial1~- of  scriptures-\ve are enabled to form more just ideas of what 
.' the life " may be, and in what way we shall lil-e it. By living it, we correct 
all 1nista1;en ideas ; we shave and prune the excrescences of the mind. Tlle 
application of spiritual (impersonal) itleas in daily life ; the study of how 
we may hold to them amid the practical routine ; the endeavor to discover 
then1 within all material conditions and things ; the effort to cievelop them ; 
broaden the nature and enable us, through the spiritual will, to alchenlize 
i t  into spiritual essences and powers. Nothing is wholly material; i f  it were 
it could not exist, it cc~ulcl not cohere Tor a n  instant. That  mysterious 
force which is witklin all things and enables them to "live," or to advance 
through successive cl~anges, is what we call Spirit. I n  Bhagavad-Gita n-e 
find that Purush and Praliriti, or 'Spirit (energy) and Nature, are forever 
conjoined. &ill the powers existing in the macrocosm having also their 
various specific seats in marl. it fo1lon.s plainly that, if n-e wish to evolve 
more rapidly by means of these powers, as the universe also evolves by 
them, we must think and think within ourselves. These forces are under 
the guidance of wiil, thought, and knowledge ;' reading will never enable 

1 Itchasakti, Kriyasakti, C+nanasabrti. See " Five Pears of Theosoph>-," Page 110. 
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us to reach them ; thinking ma!- put us on their tracl;. T o  esamine t i ~ i . .  

question of reading. IVhat is it that we d o  when we read; It is nl_,i 

reading to repeat, parrot like, words which we instantly forget, like the ill- 
fant class over its primer. T h e  eye encounters certain ~vords and ail idea i~ 
conveyed to the brain. I s  this all ? For certain persons it is all. Thr!. 
accept this idea as a form, a crystallization representing a certain state o f  
things. If it attracts then], they retain and quote it ; otherwise the!- dismis> 
it. In either case it is to  them a finalit!-. Such persons h a ~ e  their brains 
stored ~vi th such formulas ; they have never lived them out, even in the 
mind ; they do not really know the idea represented by this fol-m of n.o~.~ls 
iLt all. T h e  fancy or the prejudice has 1)een tickled by mere sound. All 
this is so much useless lumber. Sllow then1 what some of their favorite 
ideas really involve if carried out, anci they cast them aside in diY~ust t I I  

dismay. This is the sort of realling ~vhich is nluch to be deprecate~l. :11011y 
with that other liind undertaken to "pass time." That  an idea is a seeti 

which, once planted. should spl.out and grow, they d o  not see. 'l7hat 
ideas have a specific, energic life of their oiirn, and that this life is tlirectl! p1.c '- 
portionate to the ~i tal i ty  (or truth) of the idea, they d o  not see. T l ~ a t  
thoughts have a poiver of self reproduction, bearing a thousandfold for uye 
ur misuse, that they have an insidious and tremendous power, none but 
occultists know. That a part of the vital energy and real being of a ~vriter- 
is digused throughout ei,el-y page eyen of his printed works and more i , r  
less affkcts the reader as a psycho-magnetic entit!-: is rarely thought of at all. 
Every thought modifies the mind ; it energizes according to the nature of 
those thoughts, diffusing a pernicious, weal;, or l~eneficent force abcut us. 
If they are too rapidl!. forced upon it, the mind becomes gorged ; we  ha^.^ 
rnental dyspepsia and an unhealthy condition, not onlj. in the internal organ 
called mind, but also in the ph!.sical organs which quickl!. respond to it. 
condition. habit of the mind is s(.)on f;~rmed, and, like tile dyspeptic, i t  
craves abnormal quantities of food, alternated with periods of siuggisll 
inertia : moreover, it becomes habituated to certain kinds of stimulus : i f  
we feel1 it long upon novels or escirement, it will reject more health!- f i w t i .  
X greater reason for carefi~l choice of reading than all these is fc>und in the 

fact t11at something within us, that tiling which knows and strives to make us 
know, takes advantage of the vibration set u p  in the mental (ancl thrc~uglj 
that to the outer) iilari to transfuse his understanding with more light. TI113 

sometliing, this soul, leaps up  within us, touched by the current flc)\vi~~g- 
from those thoughts, and asserts of them, "The!- are true ! " or, "They are 
false ! "  Thus  boolis ma!. help us to remember, to recall what we ha1.e lo-t. 
And no man to whom life is sacred will wish to expend those energies of 

which life consists in any idle fashion, or to develop their loner forms w11t11 
the higher are equally at his command. 
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How then shall we read? When tire have reason to  believe that the 
writer lcnows someivhat of his subject, we may assume a receptive attitude. 
Where such is not the case we cannot usefully read at all. \Ve may not 
judge our author. H e  may have found truths unsuited to us now, or teach 
them in ways which \ \ e  aIe unfitted to pursue : this being so, we shall d o  
well to avoid what is at present unhealthy nourishment. Where \ve feel 
attracted and d o  read, we should receive the idea into our  minds and, su1)- 
mitting ourselves passively to its influence, note what impression is stamped 
upon the sensitized plate within. 'I'he true ct~aracter of the idea is fc// 
rather than intellectually cognized, and by such a stucl!- uf the interior im- 
pression we receive the verdict of the hidden judge. Il'e need dread no 
Veh?)lgerichtt but this ; by it all stands or falls.' T o  attain this enti we e nu st 

hold ourselves still. T h e  outer self must maintain an attitude c)f snspendetl 
judgment, or u p  comes our mere personality ~vi th  quips, cranl;~, wliirn., 
opinions, and loves, drowning the inner voice ~v i th  its racliet and hul)l,ub. 

Another way of utilizing ideas is to assume their merit and to study 
wherein that merit may possibly consist, what Sne ray has escaped our 
grosser sight. For example : I quoted to a comrade this line : " IfTe must 
be ready to say at any moment, in whatever circumstances, whether ex- 
pected or unexpected : ' I t  is just wliat I in fact d e ~ i r e d ' . " ~  J Iy  comracle 
replied that this appeared to him hypocritical. If he lost an arm, for instance, 
he could cheerf~~l ly  submit, but he coulcl not in truth say that he desi~ed 
precisely that accident. This  objection has a surface correctness. Had he  
read :vith an assumption that the line must have some truth in it, ant1 had 
he esan~ined  i: in that belief, he \vould doubtless have found its true bearin:,., 
while such personal exertion opens u p  a mind and nourishes i t  as no  artifi- 
cial injection can do. Tha t  tlue bearing is that the re-incarnating soul has 
chosen those ci~ci~mstances most needed fix its evolution : to w o ~ k  out that 
evolution we rilust work through our  Iiarma ; there is no  other wa!. 
Hence my Higher Self, 1 1 1 ~  real self, did in fact desire just that body and 
all ~ t s  K a r n ~ i c  circumstances and life as a necessary esperience for my soul 
at this juncture, the soul having to pass through all experiences, and 
though i may iiot desire them, I d o .  No tlue statements can be based uI)c)il 

the assumption that the personality, or even the loner principles of the haul. 
is the real ego at all. 

There is again another point to be guarded against in reading 1)00l<, 

other than sacred writings, whose inner meaning \ye strive to assimilate. It 
is the reverse of the one above stated, and cautions us against too preal 
mental hospitality. It  is the danger of basing our faith upon the per- 
son;~lity of the writer. Jfn-e d o  this, were he the Jove of Theosophy himkeif. 

.- 

1 Vehmgericht. A secret tribunal of old. 
2 See PATH for Feb., 1888, page 328. 
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\ y e  mav recci1.e injury r,rt,lt.r ttlnn benefit. \I-c may lia1.e gor11.1 rea-;cin to 
1,elieve him ID ~.;~essecl l i t '  rnort. or less l;no\vledge. \I7hetller hc lias himsell' 
: ~ ~ i m i ! a t ~ ' t 1  that knc,\vic.clge is again another cluestion. An initiate \\-ill 
have tione so, and the real \.slue of his writings for us \vi!l consist in the 
fact of 11is 1)ein: himself those truths \vliich he gives out : he is himself the 
word ant1 t11e sign of his clegree. Only in so far as he has lived out his 
lino\vletl~e and hccclu~e zt, can he impart it beneficially to its readers in turn. 
0thet.wise he runs the risl; of presenting partial Truths through the medium 
( ~ f  his own personality and tinging them thercb!.. In  this way, with the 
best \\.ill in the world perhaps, he gives to students himself and not the 
Truth, gives his warped edition of it. As an occult fact. we can onl!. 
gives ourselves and no more ; hence to give Truth we must be It. Herein 
lies the value of the writings of initiates, ending with those of our belovecl 
JIadame Blavats1;)-, who alone has clared to speak plainly to her era. T h e  
movement she inaugurated and the \yell-spring of teachings she opened for 
us to draw upon have been the means of ren6n.n for many writers 1r.110, 
without her initial courage, had never n-qn an audience or a name. Even 
as one of the very least of these, I sny ; " May we never forget the debt." 

1C'ere all readers foren-nrned and ready to discount the personality, 
this danger ~vould be lessenetl. Such discrimination in these matters is a 
spiritual quality not as yet generally found among men : it is a power of 

the soul. a more or less direct perception of Truth. It  bcl~cnoves the 
writer desirous of serving mankind to 1001; a-ell to his word.;, t o  ttie form 
in which he imprisons so much of the ?'ruth as he 11as found, and to strive 
earnestl!. only to give forth so much of it as lie liimsclf ernt~c~dies in life, 
50 much as he has become. Great harm is constantly done bj. the spread 
of brain and lip knowledge, to I)e proven false suplmrts by sufl-ering men. 
And n-e d o  better to take the tone of suggestion rather than that of authority. 
We may have touched upon our higher powers without having fully raised 
the nature to them. While we are but man we only see by glimpses ; then 
the veil falls again. So I would preface all writings with the request that 
the r e a d ~ r  be gilided by his own natural selection to a very great extent. 

Man!- writers, too, have come into this life with a special task to per- 
form. The)- have something to say or to give, and when it is done, their 
usefulness to humanity is over ; they seem then to have outlived themselves: 
long before their bodies pass into the ranks of the unseen, their virility and 
life-giving po\ver have departed. \Ye often see this fatal high-~vater marl; 
in the life of the poet, the painter, the leader we followed and loved ; see 
that he can never surpass it, that he has touched his highest state for this 
incarnation. T o  remain there is impossible. A law of nature decrees that 
he must advance or recede : in nature there is no standing still. l y e  asl; 
ourselves who has set this fatal limit, and we see clearly that the man alone 
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has done himself this wrong. I t  is Karma, but a Karma of his own making. 
Some there are who pass, indeed, beyond that limit to intellectual greatness, 
but in doing so the!, have passed beyond our ordinary sight and have joined 
the silent workers in the Lodge of 'Truth. T h e  only indication left us of 
their prugrebs is the fact that the! 11ai.e never fallen to a lower level than 
that great one where we saw them standing. They have never follo\ved u p  
their \vc ,1.d.i o f  Iwn-er b y  the impotent 1)al)ble of senilit!.. Few indeed are 
these m e n ,  for '' man!. are calletl, but fen. are chc)sen." Ttiej- are those who 
Ii.i\.t. a Icarmic stocli of spiritual energy sufficient to flood them over the 
ciisi3. anti they use their highest intellectuality as a stepping stone to that 
\vIlicli lies l)e!rond intellect and above thouglit. The  les5er men suffer. 
?‘lie!- have done so much, sacrificed so much, they do not understand n.11!. 
their words are n o  longer snatched from their lips and passed eagerly along 
the expectant throng. It  is because those vords are vain repetitions : t h y  
are no longer living, nr~nged things. T h e  speaker has not reneLvec1 his 
thought ; he has fallen to worshipping tiis own methods ; he malies an 
apotheosis of his present I;no\vlerlge instead of reaching up  to the realms c)f 
seal life for new, vital essences. Thought, however broad, follo~vs a circle 
at last, and in it he runs like a scluir~.el turning a wheel with puerile activity. 

'I'he mere fact that a man tllinlis lle has done something or sacrificed 
something sllould show him his mistake. Deec-ls have been done througli 
him, not ty t~ im.  His so-called sacrifice \\-as tiis opportunity to rise to  real 
greatness. and only his haif methods have limited i t  to a sacrifice. Some 
cr!. out in despair that it hacl been better to do  nothing at all. I \voul(l 
not say that. The irresistible ~va\-es surge onward and bear 11s to a certain 
point : \ve may lie there long : still this is so nlucl~ progress n.hicli nre can 
never lose. The  pit!- is that n7e should not arise ourselves and go further 
\vitl~out ivaiting for the next ti(le. 

'I'hese consideratinns sho~v 11s that disagreements betneen theosophical 
n.riters are often unavoidable, the writers being but men and women. It is 
to our advantage to use our discriminative po\vers, to strengthen them b, use. 
So we are not injurecl by these differences. Il'e are more injured if we 
stalie our faith upon any one or se~~era l  n.riters, just because when our idols 
crumble,-and crumble tiley must, \ve are so of'ten found in the dust 
beneath them, found stunned ant1 wounded by their fall. "Let  a man 
learn to bear the disappearance of the things he was wont to reverence with- 
ou t  losing his reirerence.'' A truer word than that Emerson never wrote. 
IYe are instruments in mighty hands : if we turn our edge, we must espect 
to be laid aside. We must then sefrain fsom solidifying our thoughts into 
a system, our reposts of Truth into dogmas. IYe may not be dazzled even 
t)y the highest heavens, but must ~vorship Truth alone. 

'I'hus the whole problem for both writer and reader consists in esche~v- 



ing mere forms, in 1ool;ing be!.ontl words to the principles ~vhich the! repre- 
sent f'lintly. -1 man represents one or more universals ; his thouglit shoultl 
d o  the same. H e  \ \ . i l l  never mislead while he only gives us these ; we 
shall never misuntlerstand him nliile nre 1001; for nothing less. All reaclinq 
is useless, so far as spiritual progress is concerned, which cannot be ccln- 
ductetl upon the atlove lines. If the!, limit your reading, they will extend 
!.our thinking. So much the better, for thinking is the path toward becom- 
ing. '' What a man thinks, that he is; tliis is the old secret," say the Upani- 
stiatls. There is a na!- of taking a ttiouglit and t~rooding over it as a bird 
broods on the nest;  t)y this method the true thought hatches out and itself 
manifests to us. \Ve must appl!. these thoi~ghts to the touchstone of our 
a\irn souls. Reading antl thinliing are not to 1)e tii~.orced. Tliey should 1)c 
one act ; then each would correct antl ecluilil~rate ~ l l e  otlier. 

i\Iy last word upon this subject would 11e tliis, ant1 I nould say i t  eni- 
phatically. Never receive arid pass onward a ttlougtlt \vliicli y o u  d o  not 
feel and understancl. 0 1 1  this point accept n o  autlic)rir!- other than !-CILII. 

own soul. It is better that you seem to lose a ray of  'I'rutli than t c ~  accel)t 
ancl deflect it by a want of  understanding, a want o f  assimilation of i t .  I!' 
i t  I)e !-ours in the Law, you cannot lose it. I t  will be sent to !-ou again and 
again until j.ou do  receive it .  Take then what your nature selects until ! . ~ u  
reach a point where !.ou can rise a l~ove nature. When this is reached you 
~ v i l l  not need to reat1 any longer, except from the nronderf~~l booli of life 
and from ttiose blessed Scr i~~tures  wherein the Divine has spoken to the 
ages through men \vlio had attained to some share in His  being. 

JASPER NIERIANII, F. T. S. 

A N D  

There is growing ever!. da! among contemporary \vriters a srrollg 
<iis~msition to take up  theosoptiic doctrine, and especially in ttiose ligllt 
stories that a]\\-a!.s Aon. from ideas that are "in the air." This ~ v i l l  grow a5 
time goes on, for every one n-itli any means of judsing linows that i11c 
doctrines of Karma and Reincarnation are gaining a hold, slowly perklap.. 
1)ut surely, on the public mind. Both of these offer a wide field for 
novelists and magazine writers. 

I n  a recent nurllber of the Centzrly, 31s. Stevenson, who writes suc11 
charming stories, and also weird ones like Dr. ]c&lN and ilfr. H~de, ga1.c 
an account-in some sense a confession-of how his best stories and plot. 
came to him. He said that all his life, in dreams and \\raking visions, his 
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" little Bro\vnies" showed him scenes, incidents, and plots that he wove 
into his writings, and that the main situations in DI-. Je&ZZ and MY. H@de 
were obtained in that manner. 

T h e  field is extended enough. S o n e  of the possibilities of black or 
white llagic have bee11 touched on except b!. such writers as Mabel Collins, 
one of the Editors of Lzlcfer, h u t  as that comes to be better understood- 
or misunderstood, \rliicIl is the same thing for those who write for their 
tlaily t~reatl-\ye shall he flooded with a series: of tales and sketches based 
on these ideas. Tliis suggestion is not copj.~.ighte(l, so that aspiring 
authors can use it as they will, to their hearts' content. 

'The rising tide is sho\vn when such a staid, and anciently somewhat 
bigoted, magazine as Hnrjcr's AtontlZQ treats o f  these matters. I11 fil~;nel-'s 

for May last, Mr. Charles Dudley Warner, in the " Editor's Dra\\.t:r," takes 
u p  the subject of Heredity so as to use it for the bringing in of Karma and 
Reincarnation, together with some light remarks about the theosophists of 
India, Boston, and Ohio. H e  considers Heredity to be a puzzle, mourning 
a little that the progress made in cluestions of the effect of breeding and 
descent was to some extent impeded by these notions. But he also gives 
a fair resum6 of Karma, clearly sho\ving that responsibility for deeds done 
in the body must rest upon the individual, and cannot be shifted to his 
ancestors. We have to thank him fur his words, since he reaches clearly 
the gist of the matter in saying : "'The  lotion is that all human beings in 
this world undergo successive incarnations, preserving unconsciously the 
personal identity in all the changes of condition. Therefore, every human 
being is the result of all the influences in all his previous contlitions. 
* * * T h e  form in n~hich he shall reappear in the world is not deter- 
mined by his visible ancestors, but by his conduct in his former lives. 
* * * But whatever he was, now in this present incarnation he suffers 
the pznalty of all lii5 misdeeds in all former. states of being, or Ile enj0j.s 
the reward of good contiuct in any of them. And it behooves him now to 
live the higher life-perhaps of expiation--in order that 11e may rise into a 
still higher life in the Rext unknown incarnation, and not sink into a 
lower. Therefore no effort is thro\vn away, and no act is ~vithout its 
infinite personal consequellces. The  law of Karma, i t  is explained, is the 
law of the conservation of' energy on the moral and spiritual planes of 

nature * * * T h e  Dl-airer, of courye, has nothing to do with an  i l l -  

\ .estigatio~~ of this theory of  lire; i t  simply note3 it in reference to the 
prevalent study of the doctrine of heredit>.." 

This is just the doctrine the people need, and it can easily be under- 
stood. When the?. come to believe that there is no way of escape, either 
t l~rough priest or mere lip-acceptance of a dogma, they will begin so to ii\.e,. 
~f only for selfish reasons, as that the " next unknown incarnation " \ \ i l l .  



nt)t find them in suffering =.and inisel-!-. \17hile t l ~ e  motive aL first nlcl!- nl , l  

l)e of the highest character, it ~ v i l l  lead to a wide belief in the doclrincs, 51, 
that, as the spirit of the age is changeci, those wlio are sincere and unsclfisli 
will not 11a1-e such a llarcl fight to wage against subtle a l ~ d  clangeroub 
influences. In  fine, it will prepare the conditions for the dawn of the cia!. 
wtien human brotherhood shall be admitted and lived. Men will then see 
that legislation and strikes ancl ciut\vard temporar!, reforms can cui-e 110 

e l  T h e  evil lies within, in other lives, in this one. In a sense, we are 
our own ancestors ; we are building now the liouses we are to  live in during 
our corning lives. For our ignorance vf this, nature reel;.; not ; she holds 
us fast in an iron gras]), and will cotnpel us at last tht.orlg11 1)ain to l)elie\-c 
in the true doctrine, and to li1.e out. 1ii.e~ and tlli111i our tl~oughts in  su?)-  
~nission to the Hi;her Law that no hunlan asse~nLlies can re\,c:,l;e. 

Sfurz7enf.-Permit me to ask you again, Are elementals beings: 

.S;rge.-It is not e a q  to convey to ? o u  an idea of the consti~utlon o f  

elementals ; st] ictlj- speaking, they are not, because the no1 d c/e??1c?zftz/~ 
has been used in reference to a class of them that have no being such as 
mortals have. It would be better to adopt the terms used in Indian books, 
such as Gandharvas, Bhuts, Pisachas, Devas, and so on. Many things well 
known about them cannot be put into ordinary language. 

Skudent.-Do xou refer to their being able to act in the fourth dimen- 
sion of space .> 

Sage.--Yes, in a mea5ure. 'Take the tying in an endleis cold c,i 

many knots,-a thing often done at spiritist skances. Tha t  is possible to 
him who lino\vs more dimensions of space than three. No three-dimensional 
being can do this ; and as you understand ' *  matter," it is impossible for 
you to conceive how such a knot can be tied or how a solid ring can be 
passed through the matter o f  another solid one. These things can be done 
by elemental.. 

Sludenk. -Are they not all of one class ? 

S(z,ge.--No. There are different classes for each plane, and division of 

plane, of nature. Many can never be recognized by men. Alnd those per- 
t'lining to one plane d o  not act in another. You must remember, too, that 
these " planes" of which we are speaking interpenetrate each other. 
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S/zlcl'en/.-;in1 I to understand that a clairvo!.:~nt or clairaudient has t o  

do \\it11 or is effected by a certain sl~ecial class or classes of elementals? 

Sng-e.-Yes. A\ clairi-o!.ant call 0111~- see the sights properl!. telonging 
to the planes his de\,elol)rnent 1.e'lches to or has opened. And  the elcmentals 
in tliose planes 51ic)n. to tlie clai~.\.o!.xnt only such pictures as belong to their 
plane. Other parts of tlie idea (.,i t l ~ i l ~ g  picturecl may be retained in planes 
not \.et npen t i )  the seer. For this I-eason fen- cl;~irvo!-ants know the whole 
t:.ut11. 

Sfuc/eiz/.-Is there not some connection l)ct\vecn the Karma of' nlan 
..nJ eleinentals .; 

Sage.-A very important one. T h e  elenlcntal \\.orlcl 112s beconle a 
htrong factor in the Karma of the human race. Ijeing unc(-)~i~cic-~us, auto- 
matic, and photographic, it assumes the complexion of the human f i in~i i-  
itself. In  the earlier ages, \\.hen we may postulate that man h;xd not !.et 
begun to make bad Kzrma, the elemental \vol.l(l \\.as more fi-iendly t o  Ilia11 
because it had not received unfriendly impressions. But so soon as llian 
1)egan to become igilol.ant, unfriendl!. to ilimseli'and the rest of crc~ltion. 
the elemental \vorld began to take on exactly the same complexion and 
return to humanit!. the exact pa!., so to speak, due for the actions of h u -  
manity. Or, like a donlie!., which, ivhen he is pushed against, ~ v i l l  pl.1~11 
against \-r)u. Or, as a 11umnn beill:. \\hen anger or insult is offer.c.cl, feel- 
inclined to ~ e t ~ r n  the same. So the elenlerltal \vorld, 1:eing ~lncvnscious 
lLrce, return.. or reacts upon humanity exactly as humanity acted towards i t .  

1~11etIie1- the actions of Inen \\.ere done with the knon-lcdge of these laws 01. 

11ot. 50 i l l  these times i t  has culne to be that the elemental u.orId lias tlie 
complexion ant1 action \\.hich is the exact result of all the actions anci 
thougt~ts and desires of men from the earliest times. And, being uncon- 
scious and only acting according to the natural laws of its being, the ele- 
111ental world is a powerful factor in tlie I\ orkings of Karnla. *\nd so long 
as mankind does not cultivate 1,rotlierly feeling anti charity to~val-ds the 
\\.hole o f  creation. just so long will the elen1ental3 l)e without the impulse to 
act for our benefit. But so soon a n d  wherever Inan or me11 begin to cul- 
tlvate b~.orherl!. feeling and love for tlie n-hole oi ct-eation, there alicl t11c.11 

the elementals brgin to take on the new condition. 

Sfz~dc.?zf.-How tile11 about the doing of p1ienc)mena 1):- adepts 3 

S"7ge.-The production of phenomena is not possible \vithout eit11e1- 
the aid 01- disturbal~ce c.)f elementals. Each phenomenon entails the es-  
~'enditure of great force, and also brings on a col-rt spondingl! great 
ciisturbance in the elemental lvorld, which disturbance is beyond the limii 
natural to ordinary human life. It  then follo\vs that, as soon as the phenom- 
enon is completed, the disturbance occasioned begins to be compensated f o ~ .  
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.I'lle elementals are in greatly excited motion, and precipitate tliell~selves in 
\.aril,us directions. 'I'lie!- are not able to affect those who are protectcti. 
B u t  they able, or ratller it is possible for them, to enter into 111e sphere 
( l i  ~~npro tec ted  per>c~ns, and especially those persons \\rho are engaged in 
tlle ~tnd! of occultism. And then they become agents in concentrating 
tile karma or those persons, prociucing t;oubles ancl disa.te1.s often, or other 
ilifiiiulties ~vhich otkier\vise might 11nve been so spread oi.er a period of time 
a i  ;(-, be not cc~unted more than the ordinary \ricissitudes of life. This will 
$0 to explain the meaning of the statement that an Adept will not d o  a 
p11eno~nenc)n unless he sees the desire i t ]  the mind of another lower or 
liiglier ;idept or student ; for then there is a s!.mpathetic relation established, 
anti also a tacit acceptance of the consequences which ma!- ensue. I t  \vil1 

a i s ~  help to understand the peculiar reluctance often of some persons, n 110 

can perform phenomena, to produce them in cases where ive ma!- thinli 
their production \~oulcl be beneficial : and also 1v11~- the! are never done in 
orcler to compass n n r l ~ l l ~ .  ends, as is natural for n.orldly people to suplmse 
nniglt be done,-such as procuring monej., transferring objects, influencing 
mintls, and so on. 

Sfllde?zf. -,iccept In!- thanks for !-our instruction. 

Sngc .--May you reach the terrace of enlightenment !" 

I am told that an Adept has said "that one can help or cure another if 
his Karma does not prevent it." Am I to understand that when suffering is 
before me I am not to relieve it if in my power to do so, on the ground that 
the suffering person's Karma has broumht him there and I must not interfere ? 
Sonle Theosophists hare enunciated thqs rule. 

Answer.-If an Adept said t h i ~  it is not incorrect. But n o  Adept 
ever drew the conclusion you give. Some Theosophists have, we are so~l-y 
to say, declared that they may not help for the reason stated. I t  is not 
theobophical to take such a position. T h e  sufferer's Karma truly produced 
the suffering, but your Karma offers the opportunity for a kind deed that 
may relieve him ; i t  may be his Karma to be relieved by you. It is your 
duty to d o  this kind act, of whatever nature it be. T h e  meaning of the 
declaration attributed to the Adept is that you are to try to relieve suffering, 
which effort will have a beneficial effect unless the Karma of the sufferer 
prevents : but you know nothing of his Karma and must not judge it ; 
your duty lies in the act prese~lted to you for performance, and not with its 
result nor with the possible hindrances resulting from the Karma. T h e  



I sss.1 CORRESPONDENCE. 9.i 

\vrong vie\\? glven I)!- you in your question arises from the conceited attitude 
o f  persons who, having slight I;no\~ledge, presume to  be  the jutlges of  
others ant1 o f  the great and  hidden causes springing from Karma. K n o ~ v l -  

edge of these causes and o f  their operation in any particular case comes 
only to tliose n l io  ha1.e reached _I( lepts t~ip  ; for, in order to rightly judge 
hen. to ril,rlitl!. act, !.ou rnnit l ;no\~ al)so!~i telj- the other's Karma, together 
\vi:h 1 our (,\v11, in order not to fall into the awful error of deliberately 
.~nnin:_r. It ~vould be wiser for all h t u d c n t ~  to seek to tlo their duty and to 

~ c t  as true brothers on  ever! occa\ion than to r u n  a1)out endeavoring to  
~ m i t a t e  Sages and Adepts. MoI-I,\-IE. 

F - ~ e u /  13. J. 

LYhat can you tell me about the ;\lint1 Cure and Christian Science ? 
Are they true, are  they theosophical ? Ought I to study then1 so ns to 1)e 
ll~etzs srzlrn in cnv$nrtl sazro, as  it were ? 

A?~.~~elei-.--As we have not  made a thorough stud!. of t i lev ,  n e coul(1 
n o t  assume to tell you much a l m ~ i t  them, a n d  hence cannot say if tlrey 'Ire 
t~ Lie or theosopi-lical, >Ian! eat nest thcosopliists are believers and  k)lloncl s 

of both. We,  hone\er ,  ha ie  I)een t ta i l~ed in the Eastern theosophical 
3chool. Following the teaching oi' the latter, our  advice is to  ha1.e a 
11ealtIly 1)odr b! ~)a!.ing 1.egart1 to sules fc ,~  l~e;xlth, so  that !.our rnincl, 
\i hether it be l~ealtli! c ~ r  not,  may es1til)it its norkings  untrammeled. And tlic 
teacher has ever said, as taught I)!. the Sages of old. that the body must not 
1)e /he o!//ect of t11c stutfent's care. l ' t ~ e  same teacher also warned us that, 
as tlie botly is a material thing, the proper renletlies neetlecl to counteract 
extreme tliscortlant vibrations are also of a material nature. Our work lie:, 
not wit11 !.our bod!., but \vit11 !-our mind and  heart. See to it that the 
latter is right. '1'11e quantity and quality of mind that are yours may be 
little or poor, but even if great and good, the heart and soul are greater. 
and mincl lias its limits I)e!-onci \vhicli it passes not. 3Tou1.1-IE. 

'- T H E  SI<CRI<T DOCTRINE." 

'I'o T H E  EI)I~ 'OK OF " THE P.1'1~'' : 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER :-In the February numbel- of THE I'A'I.H !ou 
have published a letter \\ritten 1)y several Xrnerican Theosophists to uur 
respected Founcler, AIadan~e ISlavatsky, asking her to hasten the publication 
of "The Secret Doctrine," which, it is alleged, has not come out yet hecause 
solne Indian l'unclits are  against it. 

It seems to us that the letter has I~een  based upon information \vhich is 
not correct. Hacl Madame Blavatsky been in Inciia, the book ~voulcl iong 



ago  ha1.e seen the l i sh t .  O\\-ing, ho\ve\-er. to her  stay i l l  Europc ,  i t  112s nut 
\)eel) iou11d so  \-el-!- ens! to h r ~ \ - e  the g r ea t  ~vorl; revised, a s  hntl bee11 01-12-in- 
:ill!- ~)roposeetl. 

I 'arts of tile \vorl; \yere sen t  to this country,  \\.hen some good sugge>t io~ib  
I\-cl-e ~ n a t l e  \\-it11 a vie\\. to enlliince the  value of the  book 1)y making  it Inore 
exact in its allusions to I-lindu l i terature.  T h e s e  suggestions \Yere misun- 
desstootl by some \\.ho conlmunicatetl their  own views on  the  mattel- to 
I:u~.ol)c. nntl \\-e fear 3lat lanle I ; la~a ts l iy  herself has  not  been properly 
informetl in \\-hat \Yay the  revision was  proposecl to he  eft'ectecl. Hacl she  
hcl-zeii I ~ e e n  here,  she \vou\tl, with he r  u s u ; ~ l  can(1or ant1 gootl sense,  have at  
once u~lders toot l  the si tuation ancl clleeriullq tal;e~i up  the  \vell-me:~~lt  sug -  
gestion..;. Occult  itleas ant1 tloctrillrs ouxlit to  he ma(le to stant1 o ~ i  tIlt.ir 
o\vn intrinsic meri ts ,  ant1 not  (111 tlie :tlltliorit!- o i  iln! ~ ) r ~ ' h o l l  o r  1)121-501i3 ; ;11)(1 

a s  there  is a 11ossihility of m:~li ing this t~.ul!- n)nl.\-ellous \\ark more  a('('(.l)r;t- 
l ~ l e  to the  public, more  ~ t s e i i ~ l  arlcl i ~ ~ s t r u c t i v e ,  \ve 1lol)e ;inti t rust  t1i;tt the 
sugg-estions t ha t  ha1.e I ~ e e n  macle \ \ - i l l  l ~ e  cnrrietl orlt. 

'There is no  opposition 11~1-e against  the ~)ubIic;ition of tlir m!-stcl-it. 01' 

occultism. A te\v syml);~thctic il-iellcls easily arl.;ingc :o Il:t\.e tllc \\o1.1; 
revised, if the  false impressions ~) roducet l  by unfounrletl 1-el)ol-ts \\ c.r-e !\)I.- 
go t ten  ant1 the  \\roi-l< placetl i ~ i  the  hallds of those \\-llo ~ ~ 1 - t :  c ; i l ) : i l ~ i~  of 
revising it. 

Yours  irate-l-naily, 

I11 the ILIal- ~ i u m l ~ e r  of j.our va lua l~ l e  journal ,  on page  60, \ \ e  reat1 : 

\\'it11 much deference \\ e venture to invite the  at tention of LzI / .~L*T L O  

the  grave  etj-moiogical ol)jectin~ls to its definition of pentacle a s  it  si.1--l)oi~lte,l 
s tar ."  

T h e  at tention of' ou r  l~enevolent  corrector 1s invltecl to " 1YeI)ster's C o ~ n -  
1)lete Dictionary of the English I ,anguage ,  I f h c ~ r c ~ z ~ ~ ~ ~ l z ~ r ~  Y C ~ / ~ J C ( Z  t l j l i i  il/lfl~*o;lt~~ll 
11y Cliauncey A. C;ootlrich, D. I)., L. L., I)., late Professor of Yale Collcse. 
ancl S o a h  Por te r ,  D. 11.. I'vqf~,ssc1j- c f  .ll'clrrr/ / ' /~ i /os t~ jh j~  I f ( z J I / I I I  \ / L  ) 

in Yale College, asslstetl by I l r .  C. ri. F. Ilal i l l  of Berlin ant1 other\ .  
edit1011 of 1880, etc. ,  etc., Lonclon. 

A t  the  11 ord l.Pentacle," n e read a s  folio\\ s :- 

I '  Pentacle-a figure composed of t\vo equilateral  t r iangles,  intersecting so  
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.as fo, f o r ~ ~ r  a S I S - P O ~ I Z ~ ~ ' ~ Z  .sttz?-, usecl in  ornamenta l  a r t ,  a n d  also I\-ith supe r -  
st i t ious import  l)y the  astrologers,  etc." 

This  (Fa i rhol t ' s )  definition is ~)rececletl by sal- ing tha t  jc?ztczcZc* is a \vord 
from Greel; I 'ESTI,  -fi;l~.,-\\-llich every school-boy knolvs. But $clzte o r  
five has  noth ing  to (lo \vith the \\-ol-d pentacle,  \vhich Eliphas Levi, a s  all 
F r enchmen  ant1 Iia1)alists. spells f i ( r~r f ( r~ . l ( .  ('~vith an n ant1 not  with a n  el, ancl 
\vhicii is more  correct  tllnn the English and  less puzzling. Fo r ,  with a s  much 
"tleference " a s  sho\\.n by I?;\'J'H to L l l r ~ y ~ r ,  LltrrY~,r \ . e~ l t u r e s  to point ou t  to 
PA I 11 tllat. nccortling to oltl J<ahalistic ~)liraseolog,-y, :i fltrlrftzc-lc is " nujr ~lrcl~<-iz 

j7.<1-1c?-:' interlclecl to protluce results." 
Therefore  if an)- one  is to he  taken to task for o\-erlookin: ; ' t h e  gra1.e 

et!-inological ot?iections to the (letinition of pentacle a s  a sis-!)ointt.(l s ta r , "  it' 
is the g r ea t  Professors \vho have just revised i\-e1,stel-'s Ilictional-y, ant1 not 
L/lcl/c.?-. O u r  corrector has  evidentl!. confusetl Pt.~lf(r~;~c~;li \\.ith j ;u l[r l  :e'. 
" E r r a r e  humanurn  est." 

&leanwhile.  a s  /,/lc<ft.v \\.as a1re;ltly lauglietl : ~ t  tor this ~z t f io . \ .~" l  ~ 1 . 1 . 0 1 -  

by some  readers  of the  PA'I'II, the lat ter  will not, it is hopeel, refuse to insert  
these few \vo~.tls a t  its earl iest  con~renience ,  a n d  thus  justif! its co l le ;~gue  
from such  a n  uncalled-for cha rge  of ( , l z~uiZ~~r ~''7~0rntzce. Let us  correct  
each  other 's  mistakes ant1 e r rors ,  by all means  ; but  let us  also be  fair to e;lch 
o ther .  F1-aternall!-, 

THE EI)ITORS 01: ': LUCIFER". 
LONDOX, A12a,rt 21, 1383. 

-1 col-r-esl)ontlent \\.rites a s  folio\\-s: ;:Teal Tab l e  ; I a m  not particulal-ij 
interested in the ~ ~ s y c l ~ o m e t r i c  e s l~e r i ence s  relatetl a t  the  T e a  T a l ~ l e ,  b u t  i t  
seems tha t  you consider them \ .aluaI~le,  o r  a t  least interest ing.  I questiorl 
\.el-y much if mine a r e  ivorth telling, 11ut I \\.ill gi\.e them." 

(Let  m e  i~lterl)olnte here,  that  this sen tence  is of itself interest ing to 
s tudents  a s  a proof of how fi-ecluently I\-e deceive ourselves a s  to ou r  o\v11 
na ture .  IVho reatls, thin1;s over,  o r  ga the r s  together similar  incitlents, 01- 

serlcls info]-mation to one  for \\-horn he has  gootl \~ is I les ,  on a su1)ject irl 

which he is " not ~ ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  intel-estetl " ?)  
; 'Since I 1iai.e been s ea r ch ing  for the  T r u t h ,  I 1iai.e I~a t l  i n ~ ~ u i n e r a l ) I e  e s -  

periences like the fo l lo \v i~ lg ;  the!- all run  in one line ancl 111-o1.e to  me  that  
' T h e  Unseen  gives Unseen  aicl.' I saiv a t  ou r  .Art J l u seum a picture calle(l 
' T h e  Autometlon. '  T h a t  \ \as a ne\\- \vortl to me.  ant1 I \\-ontleretl \\.hat it 
meant .  I looketl in the  tlictionnl-y for it, ant1 the  \vorcl \\-as not  there .  Then  
I, as i t  secmerl, care1essl~- took u p  a book of E u r o l ~ e a n  travel ,  openetl it a1 
random,  ant1 tlle first xvot-cls I sa\\. \\ere, ' T h e  conch clashec! u p  to the door. 
aiicl the  Automeclon cried W h o a  ! ' 

" I  c ame  across a bit of poetry signed Havel-gal. iYho was  Havel-gal ? 
I did not  h o l y .  T h e  ne s t  day  a package c a m e  to Ine n-rapped in a ne\vs- 
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I);t!)el- ; a s  I untieti it my e!-e caugi-it these worcls: ' Frances  R. I in\-ergal  \\.as 
1)orn so arltl so ; ' a sliort sl;etcl~ of her  lite. 

-. . ' \ I ;~ni - .  Inany !-ears ago I reatl Leigh Hunt ' s  X l ~ o u  Ben .4tlhem ; I lilieil 
it. 1)~rt it ~ ) n s w t l  coml)letel\- fl-on) conscious memory." (Let  m e  interpolate 
that  1Ioliini 1:al)u hatl a g o o d  phrase for such  menta l  lapse : " I t  passetl ou t  of 
the acti\-c part  ot' m y  mind.") 

. 'Ttlis \\.inter sonle tllouglit in the Rhagavatl Gita recalled it, antl I \vislietl 
I coultl reatl it aga in ,  but  I hatl forgotten it n ras  Hunt ' s  ant1 knew not  ho\\. to 
tincl it. 'Tile ne s t  \\-eek some person unkno\\:n to me  s en t  m e  fl-om N e w  York 
a 11xper \\'it11 tha t  poem in it. 

" An occasional incident  like those given ahove ot course proves nothing,  
1)ut a constant  recur rence  of them cloes, I think." 

'They prove in all instances the at tract ive power of thought,  \vhich is a 
spir i tual  lotlestone. And  I ~voult l  ask my liintl ant1 valuecl correspontlent  
why, if such  incidents prove to her  mincl tha t  i ' t l ie  Unseen  gives unseen aici," 
they may not (lo so  to many another .  I tlo not  consicler any  of these thirigs 
so  " interest ing o r  1-aluahle " i l l  f/rc,l/tsrl;,t.s. 1:iit ns s u l ~ t l e  a n d  constant  intii- 
cat ions of a g r ex t  untlercusrcnt  \I-I-iich I\-e miglit o t h e r \ ~ i s e  ignore,  and  a s  
proofs of its presence in the  most  o~-cIitlar!- lives, I (lo consitler them use- 
ful ancl a s  l ~ e i n g  there  to he  usecl, pro\.itlt.tl the!. a r e  1ool;ecl at  in the  r ight  
light. 'This r ight  lig-11t is se t  forth \I!-a let ter  fronl n J-I .)UIIS- trhrosc~l)hist \vllich 
\\'as shonyn to m e  (and from \vliich I take t l ~ e  lihert!- ot'tluoting-, u n I i n o \ ~ n  to its 
~vr i te r j ,  namely,  to regartl them a s  analogies ancl intlicators of 1.u1es \vhicl~ 
bea r  universal application. 

" I  have thought  a gootl deal  about  the  suggestions in you]- letter, anti. 
the  more  I think,  the  Inore strongl!: a m  I impressed tha t  tiley voice A I I  iunl)or- 
tant  t ruth.  I have  al\\.ays trietl not to 11e sorry for failures in l ~ i ~ s i n e s s  
matters ,  bu t  when  some project has  failed, o r  carelessness o r  ignorance  has  
causetl loss of money o r  someth ing  else. have trietl to aplxol)t.iate the  d . ~ j d ) - i -  

ellie and  d is regard  the loss." (This  is incleetl the process descrit)ed in GczfL,s 
c,f Gold a s  " the  kernel  is \\.ithill the shell, ancl that ,  instead of c r u n c l ~ i ~ ~ g  u p  
the  \vhole n u t  like a gross  and indifferent feeder, the  essence of the thilig is 
o t~ t a ined  by cracliing the  shell ant1 cast ing it a~vap." )  '' I believe this is n 
gootl plan in business matters ,  ant1 no\v I helieve it is gootl simply 11ecause it 
is a shatlo\v, so  to speak,  of a profound sl>iritual t ru th ,  ant1 i t  strilies m e  con- 
stantly tha t  so  man!- of the  rules gi \-en for spir i tual  del-elopment a r e  just the  
very best for a man  to paste u p  in his office to (lo business by. Th i s  Inn!- 
read queerly,  bu t  I mean  tha t  the  eternal  analogy be tween things g r ea t  and  
srnall, high a n d  lo\v, is constantly appearilig. I t  seems to m e  tha t  the  maxim. 
' .As above,so belolv, '  is of universal application." 

Th i s  is  of course t r ue  ; it is these coi-respondences we  must  stucly and  
unclerstand. T h e r e  is n o  break  in the  chain of life o r  consciousness. \i7e a r e  
to live on  out  '' th rough night  to l igh t"  from the  spot  where  w e  nolv stancl, antl 
; \ I 1  these delicate clues a r e  s en t  us  a t  once t o  sho\v us the  \vay. to open u p  
o u r  mincls, ancl t o  be used a s  aicls to still higher steps.  T h e  t r ue  intuition 
speaks  in the  above  letter. Another  instance of this na tura l  power  pro-  



claiming the  t ru th  of cor res j~on( lences  \\-as given to m e  yestel-day 1)y tlie chiltl 
" Bun," of \ v h o ~ n  my reatlers have  heard .  

Bun came  over to call on his oitl fr iend,  a n d  founcl m e  installed in my 
arn l  chair. g-rumpy, g-rim. ant1 tlisinclinetl to romp 1)y reason of-let us sa)- 
gout .  H u n  had escusetl me  from a supper-party of his Fa ther ' s  the night  he-  
fore for tile s ame  reason,  a n d ,  peel)ing tlo\vn over tlie s ta i r  rail a t  the  guests .  
hat1 missctl a chat  \vith his old friend. So he \\-as tiiscouragetl, ant1 no\\- in-  
formetl nle t l i~i t  I \\-as " too al\\ n!..;, in g o u t "  n1lt1 lle guessetl I \\rould die.  
Tliis o l~ in ion  \\.as tlelil-eretl in a lachr!.mose dr-a\\-l from tlie a r m  of my chair .  
His  e!-e, then tell on a yellow tlnntlelioll in his o:\-n l~u t t on -ho l e  ; their \Yon- 
cleriul fringes ul~liftetl ; the g r e a t  eyes tlaslietl ant1 g-lo\\-etl, ant1 n i ~ e a n ~ i ~ i ~  
smile slio\\-etl his slnnll. even,  white teeth. " T h e  tlo\vers (lies. a n '  then they 
comes back : I\-e'll come 1)ack too. You'll g o  first ; !-ou'll come l~ncl; tirst : i  

little boy ; you Ivas little oncest .  T h e n  you'll have to I\-ait for me." 
" I think so  too, Bun." 
' . H u t  you'll come back a\vay off from here,  a\vay, \\-a)-, s c l ~ z j f  off. Ho\\-'11 

we find us ? " 
" Like we  ditl this time. I \\-as born far  away  from liere, bu t  I fo1111ti 

you on the 1)il;e." (A11 allusion to ou r  tirst meeting on tile high\\-a!-.) 

( 'Oh ,  yes. \.Veil, Sir ,  \\.hen I ge ts  rZo:cl~z f/cc7rc I'm going  to \vatch the 
seeds  bust  up. I put  seetls in ni)- gal-clen ; they \ lust  open,  a n '  tha t  lo11g 
\vhite thing,  clon't you kno\v, comes  out  of 'em. It g e t s  to 1)e leaves you 
\let, an '  fo\ \ .ers  too. I cligglrrl! one  up  to see ; it \\-as bust open an '  it tlietl. 
I'm going  to \ \ a t ch  out  ~ J ( J w I /  f j l c ~ c '  all' s e e  then1 seetls all ]lust u p  at;' g r o ~ ~ . . ' '  

X 1)eautiful thought ,  this, of chiltlhootl; to utilize the gl-a\-e to cliscove~. 
the  secre ts  of na ture ,  and  the  flo\vers to clisclose the  I l ig l~er  t ru ths  of  the 
soul's return.  

A m o n g  the  many  events illustrative of past  K a r m a  \\.orking in present 
lives, none  a r e  lllore eloquent to the  stutlellt of  occultism than  those h ~ .  
means  of ~ v h i c h  he  is first led into Theosophy.  \.Yith many  persons, this is a 
mat te r  of gratlually increasing interest from the  earl iest  period of their  lives, 
\vhic!l cu lminates  a t  some given point ; \vith others it lies t lormant until 
ma tu r e  years,  ancl is then of more  rapid b;lt still g r adua l  gro\vth.  Yet 
another  class-ant1 this one  is more  rare--sutltlenly f ind themscl \~es  in the  
g r i p  of an  irresistible force \\-hich s\\.eeps them away  from all previous 
moorings and  t ranspor ts  them to the ne\v regions of occultisni, n ew ,  yet 
weirdly familiar, a s  if they hacl kno\vn t hem in forgotten dreams.  I t  ma!. 
interest  my fello\v s tudents  to hea r  the story told to the T e a  Tab l e  by a lacl! 
\veil knoivn to many  of us, of he r  en t rance  into theosophic life. 

'. You know I w a s  wha t  is called ' a \\.oman of the  ~vorlcl, '  both hy birth 
a n d  circumstances of education a n d  so  forth. I Ivas a m e m h e r  of a fashion- 
able Pro tes tan t  s e c t ;  I had a full life, brilliant in its joys ant1 set t ing,  
dramat ic  in all its variat ions ancl climaxes, allnost t rag ic  a t  times through 
sudden glooms of many  deaths.  I t  was  a crest-of-the-ivave life, a n d  a lways  
I \vent with the  cur ren t  unquestioning. Of any  undercurrent  I hacl no  
t h o u g h t ;  my  days  \yere so  crowded,  a n d  I rose buoyantly to every day ot 
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I o r  a .  31)- i~lrel lectual  a n d  art is t ic  interests  \\el-e \-el-? g-~-c :~ t .  ant1 
I I-e\-elletl in then]. in 11;it~ll-e. in society, even in the  intense s to~-nls  o f  emotion, 
o r  u t  sutl(len c l~a l l gc .  ot' music. of poetr!-. of travel. I questione(1 rloliz of 
these riling-5. 1 nci-el- :lykecl the mean ing  of Life. T h a t  it \\-:is ;I g r ea t  
\\-llolc. sc-ience. a nl!..itel-!-. I never thougilt. 1Iy icleas, so  to sa!-, \vel-e 
sei)ar;ite cntities ; I ne\-yr consc-iousl!. relatetl them 01- passing event> t o  one 
anothcs.  1-et the secluel shoivs tile action ot' a g r e a t  sull-conscious liie ;lntl 
:,rro\\-ti) : tile l~i t lden A.~rozre~- relatetl all these things. 11) the  anguish I)ol-n of 
tho>t. so1-1-0\\.5 \\-here the over\vllelnlerl hear t  cries out  for a (;otl it call 
untlerstnntl to help it I ~ e a r  these ui~lleavnls,  I too often callecl upon some Ciotl 
ancl Ionget1 to I<no\v sometl l ing of I l i ~ n .  I felt tha t  I could ant1 mus t  linocv 
Him.  J-et \v11e11 the silence ga\ .e  m e  ]lo ansiver ant1 t!le ue\v (lay 11o1.e m e  
a\ \-ay into Life, I acceptecl man ' s  i g ~ ~ o r : ~ ~ ~ c - c t  a s  final :~nt l  Ilol)eles..;, ant1 
app;i~-ently forgot :be bl-iei i l l t e~~s i t y  o t  m!- search.  'rilat tllis c \ - r r - ~ - e u u ~ - ~ - i n g  
instinct of a possil)le l;no\\-leclgc ot' :lnil unioli \\-it11 (;otl, conli~l;- :il\\n\.s ;it 
momell ts  \ \hen the l)lalll; insuliicicnc!- of natur:ll life sui!(Ic~lly co~i f~-o~i tcc l  tllr 
striclieu hear t ,  \ \ a s  i n  fact tlic s o ~ i l ' ~  c!-ciic 01. ~ ) e i - i o ~ l i ~ ~ ; ~ !  .~s-;ertiorl ot' f l i s  
real 13eii)g ant1 prttsence--a faint remin(1er ot' its past li~lo\\.lcclgc,-\\ as  \\ hat  
I (lid 11nt 1-ecog11ize a t  all. 11s I saitl, I (lid not  connect  event.;, ancl I \vent 
on \\,it11 life just as a n  a\\-alcenetl m a n  disregartls his painful tlre;lrn.;. 

One  clay a teleg-:-am from a friend summonetl  me to an  e n t e l - t ; ~ i ~ ~ n ~ e n t  
she  \\as to give in a distant  city. Th i s  gny summons  I ol)e!.ecl : i t  \\.;~s ;L 
disguisecl call from I<arma. 1;- a n  appa ren t  . acc ident . '  a \vork ul' ;L kinct 
never approacheti  by m e  tha t  (lay fell into 111y hands,  I'~-o~q;t-t.ss tzntl / $ ~ ~ ~ , ) - f i ~  

by George.  Wai t ing  fol- my train,  I flutteretl its leaves because I hat1 nothing 
else to do. These  \vortls me t  my eye. 

' Passing into h igher  forms of desire,  tha t  ~vhic l i  s lumbered  in the plant  
a n d  fitfully stirretl in the beast  aivakes in the  man .  T h e  eyes of the  nlind 
a r e  openecl, a n d  he  longs to kno\v. H e  braves the  scorching hea t  of the 
clesert a n d  the  icy blasts of the  polar  sea ,  t ~ u t  not for food ; he  watches alZ 
night ,  hu t  it is to trace the  circl ing of the  eternal  s tars .  H e  adds  toil to toil 
t o  gratify a hunge r  no an imal  ha s  felt, to assuage  a thirst  no beast  c an  k n o ~ v .  

* Out  upon na ture ,  in upon himseli, back through the  mists tha t  shroud 
the  past, for~var t l  into the  dal-kness tha t  overhangs  the  future, tu rns  the  
restless desire tha t  arises \\-lien the a n i ~ n n l  Lvants s lumber  in satisfaction. 
Beneath things he  seeks the  la\v ; he  would kno\v ho\v the  globe was  forged 
and  the  s ta rs  were hung ,  a~?cl t race to their  sources  the  springs of life. A n d  
then ,  a s  the  m a n  de7:elops his nobler  na tu r e ,  there  arises the  des i re  h igher  
yet-the passion of passions, the  hope of hopes-the des i re  tha t  he, even 
he,  may somehow aitl in mak ing  life better  ancl brighter ,  in destroying \\.ant 
and  sin, sor row ancl shame.  H e  mas ters  ant1 cu rbs  the  an imal  ; he  turns  his 
back  upon the  feast a n d  renounces  the  place of power ; he  leaves it to o thers  
to accumula te  wealth,  to gratify pleasant  tastes, t o  bask themselves in the  
w a r m  sunshine  of the  brief day. H e  \vorks for those he  never  saltr a n d  
never can  see. " " * H e  toils in the  advance ,  whe re  it is  cold, a n d  
there  is little cheer  from men,  and the  s tones  a r e  s h a r p  a n d  t he  brambles. 



thick. ;Imitl the  scoff's of the  present  ancl the  sneers t ha t  s t a b  like knives. 
he builtls for the future : he  cu ts  the trail tha t  progressive humanity ma!- 
hereafter  1)ro;itlen into n railroacl. Into higher, g rant le r  s p i ~ e r e s  desire 
mounts  ancl I ~ e c l i o n ~ ,  (rlld it s f~z l -  f h n f  I-ises ill  f/zc t7n.st Z~IZ(I'S hill/ 011. 1-0 .' 

$zt/.~c.q o,f f / /<-  ) , / ( z J I  thyoh rtjifh the J ~ ~ ~ z ? ~ ? z ~ J ~ ~ ; ~ J  of the god,-A~~ wl~z[/iI' ai( i  
i l ~  f h t  ~ ~ ~ - O L . ~ - J - . Y  tilt- .</[/!J-.. 

. - S e e  lio\v in these lines 1)y m e  itaiicizetl the  hidtlen instinct spealis aga in  
t l~ rous - l~  this  ri rite^-. \v11o is n o  theosophist 01- occultist a n d  \vho in his 1.ei-j. 
nest  lines tlenies his o\vn last  fine intuition 1)y saying,  ' Is not  tlie gulf  too 
I t o  1 -  t o  s . 1 Iiave since reatl this 1)ooli ant1 fount! no  o ther  
nles;s:lge for m e  in it except this one  upon the page  ~vli ich clesti~iy openetl for 
Ine that  idle tlaj-. 1V1iat a passionate tumul t  they a\vnl\ened \ \ - i t l ~ i~>  my  
1)reast : Iiefore nie rose the  People, the vast  oce:xns of' Humani ty  outsicle 
nl!. o\\.ti circle never before thought o f ;  ~ i o t  isolatetl sections \ \hicl i  0111. 
org;uli~ecl  c l~a r i t i e s  might  reach,  l)ut the  race. It \\.as m!- first tl;lzzling 
glimpse of L~niversa l  Brotherho~)tl .  1-et ,  iilic tile \\.o~-lill>- e p i c t ~ ~ - e  I \v:ls, I 
enjoyeti the poetic emotion anrl tht-11st asitle thy tlloug-l-it. Soon I\ i ~ l l  111) 

friend, I forgot 110th. T h a t  at'tel-noor) she o l~en r t l  :I m a g a ~ i i i e  \\ llic.l1 (-itme i l l  

t he  mail ant1 tossecl it asitle. \\-Ilj- (lo they sent1 me these t l~ i~ i ;?  ' l 'm n o t  
:I theosophist, '  she  esclainieil. 

" \\'hat is tha t  ?" I aslietl. 
" hIon Uieu ! Ditl 1-ou never  hcar  of Theosophy ? S o r  of JIaclnnie 

Clavatsky ? JVell, my Dea r .  you h iz~lc  been  buried alive." 
So  I had been,  in the  renlote \\'est for a t ime,  unde r  c i r c u m s t a ~ ~ c e s  not 

relevant  here.  3 ly  friend then tolcl m e  of the  phenomena performecl 1~y  
Madame  TSlavatsl;y, ant1 tha t  she  had l ~ e e n  invitecl to hear  a ' chela ' talk 
tha t  very afternoon.  1ITe \voultl g o  and  asli him how to put  ourselves into 
training to (lo these things, even diet ing if necessary,  a s  it \voultl be such  fun 
to astountl o u r  acqu:\intances. 1 thoug.ht it \\.oul(l be g r ea t  larks ; I vo\vetl 
to give s i r  months  to it if n e c e s s n v ,  thinking it some ne\v ant1 \vonclerful 
legerclemain. Eefore clinner wc pirouettecl 111) to see the  " chela"  ( ~ v h o ,  1)y 
the  \yay, never 111-etenciecl to be  one)  ant1 g e t  his occult recipes. A s  \\.e 
entered the salon of the flat \ \here tlie meet ing  took place, I saiv the retl even- 
ing  sliy l ~ e t ~ v e e n  masses ot storm-l~uftetted cloucls, ant1 heard  a ca lm voice 
it-om the t~vil igl i t  say  these \vortls : 

]\'hen once you forget yourself, then  the  first b r idge  to the  Eterna l  is 
crossecl.' 

S e v e r  shall  I forget tha t  moment ,  no\v s o  profouiidly graven  upon my  
heart .  In quiet  hours  I see tha t  f a r  red  sky and  the  ga the r i ng  shades  ofn ight  
quicliened by  those \vords. F o r  an  extraordinary prescience, a n  instant  con- 
viction, seized m e  : ' Thi s  is no t  legerdemain  but  the  t r ue  religion, ancl I 
have k n o ~ v n  it before.' 1 s a t  clown too stunnetl to listen. A g rea t  boun<lal-y 
hacl given way in m y  life, a n d  through the  breach  wha t  astonishing thoughts  
poured in ! Prepared  by the  first touch of the  early afternoon,  m y  softenecl 
hear t  1vas whirled far  out  of itself. IVhen I c a m e  I n c k  to ordinary life I n-as 
a changed being ; I recognized a t  once a vast unrecognized want  a n d  its ful- 
filment. Still. a s  I procured the  names  of theosophic books from the  ' che la , '  
I cletermined to 11-eigh ancl judge  all, but ,  instead,  I found a muffletl voice 
within m e  cry ing  ever, ' I t  is the  truth. '  You see  now tha t  I a m  a theoso- 
phist, though unworthy,  because  I must  be one  : I a m  irresistibly borne  on to 
it by the  impetus of my  own  soul, the  evolution of my  own  na ture .  Pa r a -  
phras ing  Royalty of old, I might  wr i te  myself--'By the  g r ace  of Goti, 
theosophist. '  " 

S o  spoke t he  Vedas  before this s tudent  : " H e  whom the  self chooses, 
by h im alone the  self can  be gained.  H e  sees  the  majesty of the  Self by the 
,<rrace of  the Creator." Just  a s  the  sup reme  illumination only comes  through 
the  Eterna l  Will, so in o u r  daily life theosophic teachings never  come  truly 



home to the soul un1)re;):trrtl 11). evolution to receive them. 1 I c n  Ile\-t:I- !istcn 
so re;itlii!- as v-hen 1t.e >peal; to them out of their o11.n esperience, anti 1lclic.t: 
the 'Te;i 'Tal)le susgests that nearly all people ha\,e then1 and are cul-iouh to 
11e;ir t l l r n ~  e\-!,lainecl. Tile!- are,  in fact. the entering \\-edge o i o c c u l t i ~ ~ n  : all!. 
one ma!- l)~-o\.t' a liarnlic re\-elation. JC'I . IU.  

AMERICA. 
1- 11ir-sx THEOSL)PHIC~~I ,  SOCIETY.--T~~S is a ne\v Branch just formed 

a t  l',ritl:,.el)ort. Conn. The  application came in ancl the charter \vas granted 
since the April Convention a t  Chicago. 'The I'resitlent is I lr .  ICmiil I<irch- 
gessner, antl the Secretary 1Irs.  ltla J .  \\'ill;ins. 

T H E  \VILKESI:=\RRE I L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~  ON TIII.:O.~OPTTY are  11eing circulntetl freely! 
and,  as they present the sul~ject  in a \.el-!- clear manner,  the!- \\.ill tlo 2-ootl. 

'THE: A R ~ ~ A S  T. S. of Ne\v Yol-1; has its meetinjis each I\-eek al\\-:~!-s \\ell 
attentletl. T h e  average nttentlar~ce is over 30. The 1,ihr:il-y gro\\.s stf:adil\. 
yet tlonations of good hooks are :il\vays \velco~netl. 'The ne\\. C o ~ ~ ~ ~ e c t i c i ~ i  
BI-~IICII is an  offshoot of this one. 

X m e ~ n h e r  of the Los Angeles T. S.. bliss Off; II;IS a SIIOI-t  l)al)cl- xi\.it~g- 
a n  outline of 'Theosol)ll!-. in 7iiC (;cp/lic,z E?-lr, a rn ; iga~ i~ )c  of'Snn 1 ) i c ~ o .  C'ai. 

T H E  IX.I.EI:I:ST i l l  the Society's \\.orli is shoivn I)!- the fact, repol.tc:cl I)! 
the Gener:\l Secretarl-, that persons from almost all parts o i  the I-nite(l Stirte, 
a re  entering it almost ever!. (lay. 

IIEPOK'I' 01' 'I'HE C(  ) S \ ~ ~ I N T I O N  of the American Section, lirinteci I)! 01-tlci 
of the Con\-ention, has 11ec1i sent to each member of the Society in this countr! 
antl to many in foi-eign countries. The  expense of this l)amphlet coverins 
jj pages was inet by private su1)scription. 

F 'RAXCE. 
T H E  L<PI'I'OI\IE OF THEOSOI'HT, issuetl 1)y Aryan T. S. members, has been 

translatecl in French by the Editor of 16, Lntzcs, ancl separately printed, pre- 
sumably for tlistribution. 

T H E  SOCIET~: ~IA(;S+,TICJC'E DE FKAXCE has just heeil constituted, a t  
Paris-j Boulevarcl du Temple. Among its rnemhers are  many theosophists, 
inclucling H. P. Ulavatsky and Prof. Crookes. 

INDIA.  
BELI,AKY.-In addition to the Sanscrit Free  School and nloral Class, a 

ne\v department callecl Bhagavad Branch has been opened, a t  which on Sun- 
days readings and explanations of the Bhagavad-Gita are  had. 

CEYLON.-In January a party of theosophists visited the famous t o ~ v n  of 
I'anadure by invitation of the inhabitants. hIr. Leaclbeater, the leading- the- 
osophist, atlvised the estahlishrnent of a Sunclay School, which was effected. 
T h e  Ill~(trt/ti.~f C C I ~ C C ~ ~ S ~ I L  11y Col. Olcott has just been published in Burmese. 

COL. OLCOTT'S health has improved greatly since his return to 3ladras: 
from his long tour. 

ADDITIONAL SECRE'~AKY.--T~~ Countess Wachtmeister of Lands-Krona, 
Sweden, has been appointed a n  additional Secretary of the T. S., by the 
General Council, on request from the London Lodge T. S. 

H e  who wishes to be established in Buddhahood and aspires to the 
knowledge of the self-born, must honor those who keep this doctrine.-Soti- 
dharma- YundariJa. 

OM. 


